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A b s tra c t
My paper exam ines th e  a rtis tic  influence o f th e  renow ned 
B ritish  exp lo re r and a r tis t George Back on fe llow  R upert's  Land 
a r t is t Frances Anne Hopkins, w ife  o f Edward Hopkins, th e  man in 
charge o f th e  M ontreal D ivision o f th e  Hudson's Bay C om pany in th e  
m id -n ine teen th  ce n tu ry . The aes the tic  gap be tw een th e  tw o  a rtis ts  
is w ide in th a t Back's ske tches de p ic t a kind o f te rr ify in g  w aste land 
q u a lity  best described as sublim e. Hopkins' Canadian landscapes are 
co lo rfu l, on th e  o th e r hand, and show people w ho are a t ease w ith  
th e ir  surroundings.
O the r no tab le  a rtis ts  also docum en ted  n in e te e n th -ce n tu ry  
Canadian landscapes in visual images and may have had an ind irec t 
in fluence on Hopkins. I suggest, how ever, a more d ire c t link m ay be 
made be tw een th e  a rtis ts  beyond th e  sim ila rities draw n o u t o f th e ir  
sublim e and bea u tifu l images. My s tu d y  proposes to  show  th a t 
influence m ay ex is t based on Hopkins' fa th e r and his A d m ira lty  
connection  to  Back. A fte r  a d iscussion on th e  im p o rta n t h is to rica l 
aspects co lo ring  th e  a r tis ts ' w ork, I w ill c la rify  th e  Hopkins fam ily - 
t ie  re la tionsh ip  to  Back, fo llow ed by a discussion o f th e ir  a r t and 
p o te n tia l evidence o f influence.
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1In tro d u c tio n
My paper exam ines the  a r tis tic  in fluence o f B ritish A d m ira lty  
o ff ic e r  and fe llo w  a r t is t o f the  Canadian landscape, George Back 
( fig . 1) on th e  w ork  o f  Frances Anne Hopkins (fig . 2 ), w ife  o f Edward 
Hopkins (H udson 's Bay Com pany ch ie f fa c to r  in charge o f th e  
M ontreal D epa rtm en t). Follow ing a d iscussion o f im p o rta n t 
h is to rica l aspects, I w ill h igh ligh t th e  connection  be tw een Hopkins' 
fa th e r, Frederick W illiam Beechey, and Back, focusing  on th e  
s ig n ifica n t experiences th e y  shared while serv ing  in th e  Royal Navy 
during the  early  n ine teen th  cen tu ry . Then, to  show p o te n tia l 
in fluence, I w ill exam ine the  a rt o f  Hopkins and Back to  dem on s tra te  
w here Back's w ork m ay have a ffe c te d  H opkins' pa in tings.
Both Back and Hopkins spen t som e tim e  in the  18 0 0 s  trave ling  
in Canada by canoe, th e y  b o th  used th e  bark canoe in th e ir  landscape 
pa in tings, and Beechey played an im p o rta n t role in th e ir lives.
Hopkins and her husband, Edward, lived in Canada from  1 8 5 8  un til 
th e ir  depa rtu re  fo r  England in 1 8 7 0 . Back's A d m ira lty  m issions in to  
N orthern  Canada in th e  f irs t  th ree  decades o f th e  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  
ke p t him th e re  fo r  several years a t a tim e . Both  a rtis ts  used th e  
bark canoe as a com m on image in th e ir  Canadian landscapes. This 
s tu d y  suggests a connection  be tw een th e  bark canoe a rt o f  Back and 
Hopkins w oven to g e th e r by a com m on th read, Frederick W illiam 
Beechey.
2One a rt c r itic , R obert S tacey, w rite s  on a Back/H opkins 
conne c tion  in his Notes in Frances Hopkins. 1 8 3 8 -1 9 1 9 . S tacey 
says:
Back, in particu la r, an tic ipa tes  Hopkins, n o t on ly  in his 
w a te rco lou rs  b u t in his w r it te n  descrip tions . He was 
susceptib le , fo r  instance, to  th e  same kind o f su b je c t m a tte rs  
as Hopkins experim ented  w ith  in her te n e b ris tic  n ig h t scene, 
Canoe Party around a Cam pfire [ f ig . 3 ] ,w ith  its  descrip tion  o f 
voyageurs repairing a fre ig h te r by to rc h lig h t, and Vovaaeurs a t 
Dawn, 1871 [fig . 4 ] . . .  .Back made a ve rba l-ske tch  o f a 
cam psite  on an island o f f  Lake S uperior's  Cape Garganua.
(C lark 6 5 )
Many o th e r v is ito rs  to  Canada have also pa in ted  th e  canoe.
One such person is Englishman Henry W arre, a m ilita ry  man and 
a r t is t on a secre t m ission to  d ocum en t Am erican a c tiv it ie s  in 
Oregan te r r ito ry  in the  1 840s. In o rde r to  g e t to  th a t area, the  
H udson 's Bay Company (HBC) g ran ted  him perm ission to  trave l w ith  
th e  fu r  tra d e  across Canada. A  year la te r ano the r a r t is t, Canadian 
Paul Kane, w ould also be g ran ted  th e  same pass and trave l 
esse n tia lly  th e  same te rra in  as W arre. Both a rtis ts  pa in ted  w ha t 
th e y  saw o f th e  landscape and in m any o f th e ir w orks we see th e  
large fre ig h t canoe as a cen tra l figu re . While o th e r a rtis ts  such as 
W arre and Kane also show us th e  canoe on lakes, s tream s, and land, 
Back and Hopkins are connected  by th e ir  com m on de p ic tion  o f  th e  
canoe on an expansive body o f w a te r. In Back's M oore 's Bay. Polar
3Sea (M idn igh t V iew ). 1 8 2 1 , (fig . 5 ) and in Hopkins' Canoes in a Foa. 
Lake Superior. 18 69  (fig . 6 ), his canoe is on th e  A rc tic  Ocean and her 
canoe is on th e  largest o f th e  G reat Lakes. The p rac tice  o f  one canoe 
fo llow ing  another, m arking th e  tra il fo r  the  fo llow e r, m ust have 
been an im p o rta n t w ay to  tra ve l in a large body o f w a te r th a t was 
prone to  a fo g g y  a tm osphere. It is a no th e r exam ple o f an image th a t 
b o th  Back and Hopkins used. H opkins' Canoes in a Fon. 1 8 6 9 , is 
s im ila r to  Back's N orth Shore o f G reat Slave Lake. 1 8 3 3  (fig . 7 ), in 
th a t th e  a r tis ts ' canoes are trave lling  away in a line fo rm a tio n .
A  s ign ifica n t d iffe rence  be tw een  th e  a rtis ts  is th e ir  
m o tiva tio n  fo r  pa in ting th e  Canadian landscape. As m idshipm an on 
Sir John Franklin 's f irs t overland exped ition  to  the  A rc tic  in 181 9,
Back pa in ted  in response to  A d m ira lty  ins tru c tion s ; it  was his d u ty  
to  record  w ha t he saw, along w ith  fe llo w  m idshipm an R obert Hood. 
Back was made lieu tenant fo llow ing  th is , and on Franklin 's second 
exped ition , Back's responsib ilities expanded beyond his p revious 
du ties , a lthough  he did ske tch  as well.
In 1 8 3 3 , Back was made com m ander o f his own overland 
exped itio n  in to  the  barren grounds o f Canada, in itia lly  to  find  the  
los t exped ition  o f John Ross, and the n  later, a fte r  it  had been 
loca ted , to  exp lore more o f th e  unm apped regions o f the  A rc tic .
One o f th e  key figures responsible fo r  securing Back th is  m ission, as 
w ill be d iscussed later, was Frederick W illiam Beechey (fig . 8 ), a 
B ritish  o ff ic e r  w ho had been invo lved in tw o  previous m issions w ith  
Back. Beechey is Frances Hopkins' fa th e r.
4Hopkins' m o tiva tio n  fo r  pa in ting , a genera tion  a fte r  Back, 
appears to  have been personal p o s te r ity  and muse, ra th e r than  
respons ib ility  to  com m and o r co u n try . There is specu la tion  a bou t 
how much firs thand  experience she had in th e  landscape she pa in ted . 
Evidence c ited  by Janet Clark and R obert S tacey, in Frances H opkins.
(1 9 9 0 ) ind icates th a t, be tw een 1 8 5 8  and 1 8 70 , she tra ve led  to  m any 
o f th e  places she ske tched  w ith  her husband, Edward, on his H udson 's 
Bay Com pany (HBC) to u r o f d u ty  inspections as ch ie f fa c to r  o f  th e  
M ontreal D is tric t.
In 1 8 6 9 , Hopkins' f irs t  oil pa in ting , Canoes in a Foa. was 
accepted  fo r  exh ib ition  in the  Royal A cadem y a t th e  B urling ton  Home 
Galleries in London. By 1 8 7 0 , "in  response to  changing po litica l and 
econom ic c irc u m s ta n c e s ,. . .  th e  com pany relinquished all r igh ts  o f 
governm en t and th e  m onopo ly  o f tra d ing  in R upert's  Land and tra d in g  
righ ts  in Canada, and o th e r p a rts  o f B ritish N orth  A m erica " (Ruggles 
2 6 0 ). Edward's respons ib ility  to  th e  com pany changed the n  to o  and he 
and Frances re tu rned  to  England th a t year. By her dea th  on March 5, 
1 9 1 9 , Hopkins had exh ib ited  th ir te e n  tim es w ith  w ork  c rea ted  
p rim arily  fro m  the  m em ory o f her tw e lve  years in Canada.
Only a few  decades separa te  Back and Hopkins in R upert's  Land 
("R u p e rt's  Land" was in tended to  honor Prince Rupert, a principal 
early  co m m itte e  m em ber o f  th e  HBC. The name was used to  
encom pass th e  fu r trade  area1). Yet Back's and H opkins' experiences,
The fur trade area known as Rupert's land encompassed the Canadian subarctic (the 
area around the arctic circle), the northern continental coastal area, and the American 
North West territory. The HBC regularly brought furs "from York Factory which were 
destined for Russians on the upper northwest coast of the Pacific; the company's annual
5as expressed in th e ir  pa in tings, w ere in m any w ays v a s tly  d if fe re n t. 
Change happened qu ick ly  ove r those  years. W hile m ovem en t o u t o f 
the  more sublim e s ta te , as expressed by  Back, to  H opkins' b eau tifu l, 
safe se ttin g s  is so lid ly observab le, th e re  are im p o rta n t s im ila rities  
th a t suggest a d ire c t influence.
While m y paper suggests the  possib le e ffe c ts  Back's draw ings 
m ay have had on Hopkins' a rt, an in tro d u c tio n  to  w h a t I w ill te rm  
p rim ary  co lo rs (m y  inven tion  fo r  th is  purpose) is in o rd e r f irs t.  By 
p rim ary  co lo rs I mean th e  canoe, the  fu r  trade , and th e  B ritish  
A d m ira lty  in Canada. In o rder to  em phasize the  canoe 's  s ign ificance 
to  th e  o th e r co lo rs  and th e  a rt o f Hopkins' and Back, a descrip tion  on 
build ing a bark canoe w ill in troduce  th e  f irs t  ch a p te r's  "co lo r"  
d iv is ions. By th e  tim e  th e  reader is fu lly  in troduced  to  th e  canoe, 
th e  fu r  trade  and the  adm ira lty , an image o f th e  c re a tion  o f a bark 
canoe will be c lear as well.
F o rtuna te ly , several sources are available th a t describe  th e  
c re a tion  o f th e  bark canoe. Selections range fro m  Edward Tappan 
A d ney 's  1 8 9 0 's  descrip tion  based on an east coa s t tr ib e , the  
M alachites, to  th e  m ost typ ica l canoe, th e  O jibwa b irchbark  canoe, 
fro m  th e  Great Lakes regions and beyond to  the  e x tre m e  n o rth w e s t 
and th e  A thabaska bark canoe. Such a canoe as th is  is described  in a 
s to ry  by  Teddy Charlie in his book Long A fte r  I Am  Gone (1 9 9 2 ).
I w ill use s ta te m e n ts  on the  c rea tion  o f a canoe fro m  th e  
jou rna l o f  Robert Hood, m idshipm an, along w ith  Back, on Franklin 's
rental for trading rights in the lands owned by the Russians in that region" (Harper
1 9).
f ir s t  overland a rc tic  exped ition , 1 8 1 9 -1 8 2 1 . H ood 's canoe touches 
on all the  p rim ary  co lo rs  invo lved in Back and H opkins' landscapes.
He was an A d m ira lty  o ffice r, and th e  canoe he describes was 
influenced by the  fu r trade . A t  Cum berland House on th e  
Saskatchewan River, w here th e  exped ition  spen t th e ir  f ir s t  w in te r,
Hood w itnessed a canoe being bu ilt. C ons truc tion  was based on the  
in fo rm a tio n  passed on from  a com pany o ff ic e r several years earlier. 
H ood's canoe descrip tion  was in fluenced by R obert Longm oor, th e  
f irs t  Hudson's Bay Com pay man to  learn th e  c ra ft and pass it  on.
In 1 7 7 6 -7 7 , Longm oor m aste red  the  c ra ft o f canoe bu ild ing 
a fte r  the  com pany becam e aware o f th e  N orth  W est C om pany's 
expertise  a t making and handling canoes. T h a t com pany acquired th e  
skilled em ployees and necessary fac ilitie s  used by  th e  French canoe 
fa c to r ie s 2. The HBC decided to  go inland a fte r  th e  fu r  as th e ir  rival 
com pany was doing. T here fo re  th e y  encouraged th e ir men to  learn 
a bou t th e  b es t m ode o f tra n sp o rta tio n : canoes. Longm oor bu ilt 
several while he was s ta tio n e d  a t Cum berland House.
In 1 8 1 9 , during th e  f irs t year, Hood and some o th e r m em bers 
o f  Franklin 's Expedition w in te red  a t Cum berland House. L ife  was 
re la tive ly  peacefu l then , in c o n tra s t to  th e  last years o f th e  jo u rn e y , 
w hen devas ta ting  e ve n ts  changed the  fa te  o f  th e  m ission. This early 
p os itive  experience is re fle c ted  in Hood's jou rn a l w rit in g s  and 
p ic tu resque  views o f th e  landscape. As the  exped ition  fo rged  on, 
however, Hood was sh o t and killed under s trange  c ircum stances,
2 By the late seventeen hundreds, the French had been forced to relinquish their hold i 
Canada, which they called New France, after losing a final conflict with the British.
7becom ing one o f th e  fa ta l traged ies o f th is  m ission. The exped ition  
had jou rneyed  to  R upert's  Land ju s t  be fo re  th e  co m b in ing  o f th e  tw o  
fu r com panies, when fig h tin g  fo r  supplies, te r r ito ry , and fu rs  was a 
c o n s ta n t s ta te  o f a ffa irs . All m em bers o f F ranklin 's p a r ty  nearly 
s ta rve d  to  dea th  th e  fo llow ing  w in te r fro m  inadequate  p rov is ion ing : 
a d ire c t re su lt o f th e  rivalry.
Hood and Back were b o th  m idshipm en and d u ty  called on them  
to  be th e  topog raph ica l d raugh tsm en fo r  th e  m ission. This en ta iled  
keeping de ta iled  records o f th e ir  jo u rn e y  as well as ske tch ing  w h a t 
th e y  saw. In 1 9 7 4 , C. S tu a rt Houston published H ood 's  jou rna l and 
pa in tings in To th e  A rc tic  By Canoe. This book inc ludes Hood's 
descrip tion  o f th e  co n s tru c tion  o f  a canoe. I have used H ood's 
lite ra ry  re -c rea tion  o f a bark canoe to  precede th e  c h a p te r sections 
o f p rim ary  co lo rs  used in b o th  Hopkins' and Back's a rt: th e  canoe, th e  
fu r  trade  and th e  A dm ira lty .
8C hapte r 1
Prim ary Colors For Hopkins' and Back's Canvas: The Canoe, the  Fur 
Trade and th e  A d m ira lty  in Canada
Cum berland House 1 8 1 9  
Preparations were busily made fo r the embarkation o f 
the furs which had been collected, by pressing them into packs 
o f 90 Tib-3 People were employed to build canoes and as these 
are the only vessels now used to the northward o f Cumberland 
house, they deserve particular description. They are 
constructed o f birch bark, which is stripped from the tree in 
April, by making a fire round it  or by cutting down and hewing 
logs o f the length required for the bark. A canoe house 4/s 
erected, open at the sides, and floored, or crossed by several 
timbers. Pieces o f bark are sewed together with the root o f  
the pine (spruce), o f sufficient length to form the bottom, and 
upon it  is laid a frame, pointed a t each extremity, and pressed 
down by posts introduced between it  and the beams o f the 
house.
3 Tib. refers to the measurement troy weight, which is a system of weiqhts, usually for 
precious metals.
4 The editor of Hood's Journal, C. Stuart Houston says that Robert Longmoor, who lived 
at Cumberland House in 1776 and 1777, may have invented the first structure to build
a canoe, which Hood calls a canoe house. Houston implies that Longmoor added another 
step to the traditional manner of building.
Yet Hood s description of the building of a birch bark canoe is based on Longmoor's 
pattern, which, in turn, is based on the traditional Indian pattern. In my opinion 
Longmoor or Hood's invention is merely the term, "canoe house," which refers to the 
skeletal structure, or frame, of the canoe. By calling this part of the canoe construction 
a house, Longoor or Hood is describing what the canoe will be used for by travellers once 
the bark is sewn on; it will be home for them over long distances and extended periods of
TI m o
9Other pieces are attached on each side to the and 
the sides being kept together by stakes, the canoe is cut out 
while thus doubled so that they are exactly similar. The ends 
are curves including about two thirds o f a circle, and the 
middle rises in proportion to the breadth intended for the 
canoe. The sides are then separated and wooden gunwales, one 
and a one-half inches square, pierced to receive the timbers, 
are strongly sewed to them. (H ouston , 6 4 -6 5 )
[From  th e  Journal o f Robert Hood, M idshipm an w ith  Franklin]
1.1 The Canoe
"O ver much o f the  no rth  the re  is scarce ly  a m a jo r lake o r rive r 
w hose earliest w h ite  v is ito r  did n o t f irs t  v iew  it  o ve r th e  gunwale 
o f  a canoe" (A dney 2 ).
The bark canoes o f the  N orth  Am erican Indians w ere am ong th e  
"m o s t h igh ly developed, manually p rope lled p rim itive  w a te r c ra ft, 
b u ilt w ith  s tone  age m ate ria ls" (A dney 3 ). The m ost com prehensive  
s tu d y  o f th is  lig h tw e ig h t w a te r vessel is th e  resu lt o f th e  life 's  
w o rk  o f one man, Edward Tappan Adney. A dney was born in A thens, 
Ohio, in 1 8 6 8 , and pursued an a rt career in a th ree  yea r p rogram  a t 
th e  A r t  S tu d e n t's  League o f New York. In 1 8 8 7  he to o k  a sh o rt 
va ca tion  to  W oodstock, New Brunswick, w here he was in troduced  to  
P e te r Joe, an Am erican Indian from  the  tr ib e  called M alachite. Joe 
insp ired A dney to  record th e  woodsm an in o u td o o r scenes. A dney 
also cam e to  learn th e  hand icra fts  o f Indian life. In 1 8 8 9 , he and 
P e te r Joe bu ilt a birch bark canoe. A dney docum en ted  eve ry  s te p
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th e y  made. In 1 8 9 0 , Harper's Young People Magazine published w h a t 
A dney had w r it te n  and it is be lieved th a t  th is  is th e  f irs t  
docum e n ta tio n  o f  the  descrip tion  o f  a bark canoe w ith  in s tru c tio n s  
fo r  bu ild ing it.
A dney covered the  K londike go ld  rush as an a r t is t and 
co rrespo nden t fo r  Harper's W eekly and London Chronicle. L a te r he 
w ro te  a book on th is  sub jec t He also covered  th e  Nome, Alaska, go ld  
rush in 1 9 0 0 . He kep t th e  s tu d y  o f b irch  bark canoes as a hobby 
th ro u g h  th e  years, in add ition  to  th e  s tu d y  o f N ative A m erican  
cu ltu re  and languages. He s e ttle d  in M ontreal and becam e a c itizen  
o f Canada and an honorary co n su lta n t on Indian s tud ies  to  McGill 
U n ive rs ity . Eventually his hobby led him to  c o n s tru c t m odels o f  th e  
various kinds o f canoes.
A fte r  A dney 's  w ife  becam e ill, th e y  m oved back to  New York to  
be by her fam ily . While he did n o t organ ize his papers be fo re  his 
de a th  in 1 9 5 0 , he had g iven ove r a hundred o f his m odels and a 
p o rtio n  o f  his papers to  th e  d ire c to r o f  th e  Mariners Museum in 
N ew port News, V irgin ia. Later, his son, Glen Adney, p laced the  
rem ain ing papers dealing w ith  bark canoes in to  th e  m useum , thus  
co m p le tin g  the  "A dney C o llection" (A d ney  4 ). From these  papers, 
H ow ard Chappelle managed the  som ew hat daun ting  ta sk  o f o rgan iz ing  
th e  m ate ria l in to  th e  book The Bark Canoes and .Skin Boats o f North 
A m erica  (1 9 8 3 ) . He and A dney are c re d ited  as the  w rite rs .
The canoe is im po rta n t to  m y research because its  image is 
d o cum e n te d  by the  tw o  prim ary figu res in m y paper. George Back
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was an o ffic e r on Franklin 's overland exped itions, w hich used th e  
canoe as a critica l m ode o f tra n s p o rta tio n . On th e  f ir s t  exped ition , 
pa rticu la rly , Back and R obert Hood w ere hired as m idsh ipm en w ho 
were responsible to  ske tch  th e  Canadian landscape and A rc tic  
region, as p rev ious ly  m entioned . Since th e  canoe was th e ir  ce n tra l 
m ode o f tra n sp o rta tio n , it  is an im p o rta n t su b je c t in th e ir  a rt.
Frances Hopkins pa in ted  th e  canoe as it im pressed her in its  
c ritica l roll o f  tra n sp o rtin g  peop le  and goods fo r  th e  H udson 's Bay 
fu r  trade  in th e  m id -n ine teen th  ce n tu ry . Follow ing are som e o f th e  
im p o rta n t canoe de ta ils  w hich Chappelle p resen ted  to  th e  public  
th ro u g h  his published w ork  derived  fro m  th e  life  long e ffo r ts  o f 
Adney.
The w ord canoe appears to  have derived fro m  th e  French w o rd  
canau, which means canal, and n o t fro m  N orth  Am erican usage.
Since the  earliest descrip tions o f  the  canoe w ere s im ilar in de ta il 
to  th e  canoe Adney docum en ted , it  appears like ly th a t European 
influence did lit t le  to  change th e  design o f canoes. As th e  fu r  tra d e  
g o t underw ay, env ironm en t and fu n c tio n  dem anded s lig h t 
m od ifica tio n . Basically th is  resu lted  in th e  co n s tru c tio n  o f  larger 
canoes. As Chappelle w rites , "ve ry  early  recogn ition  o f  th e  speed, 
fine  co n s tru c tio n  and general a d ap tab ility  o f th e  bark canoes to  
w ilderness t r a v e l . . .susta ined th e  v iew  th a t th e  canoe was h igh ly 
deve loped" (A dney 13 ). The fu r  trade  made som e m o d ifica tio n s  to  
ad ju s t to  th e ir  need to  carry  large loads over g re a t bodies o f w a te r,
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ye t, "desp ite  s tead ily  increasing influence o f the  Europeans" (1 3 ) , 
the  essence o f the  canoe 's s tru c tu re  s tayed  the  same.
The m ost well known fu r  trade  canoes w ere th e  ca n o ts  du 
m a itre , also called m a itre  canots , g re a t canoes, o r n o rth  canoes. 
Developed early  by th e  French, the  fu r  tra d e  canoes rem ained a v ita l 
p a rt o f  the  trad e  well in to  th e  end o f th e  n ine teen th  ce n tu ry . The 
French f irs t came in to  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  A lgonkin  fo rm  o f  high ended 
canoes be fo re  th e y  m e t the  Great Lakes O jibway. They depended on 
th e  Indians to  bring them  canoes un til th e y  began th e ir  ow n fa c to ry
*
a t a place called Trois Riveres. The fa c to ry  s tandard ized  size and 
m odel. As th e  tra de  m oved w est, m od ifica tions  w ould  be made in 
accordance w ith  the  env ironm en t and supplies available.
A fte r  th e  English to o k  con tro l, a large num ber o f Iroquois 
m oved to  Quebec and were em ployed by  th e  English as canoe bu ilders 
and canoem en.
In o rder to  understand w hy the  canoe dom ina tes fu r- tra d e  
h is to ry , it  is im p o rta n t to  see how th e  geography o f Canada played a 
pa rt. The nav igab ility  by canoe in Canada is re la ted  to  th e  fa c t  th a t 
"h a lf o f its  surface  lies on the  w orld 's  o ld e s t land mass, th e  
Precam brian Shield, whose peaks and precip ices have in b illions o f 
years g round to  gen tle r g rad ien ts " (M orse 2 9 ). As a resu lt, th e  large 
lakes which fo rm ed  the  h is to ric  fu r  tra d e  canoe rou tes , such as 
Great Slave, W innepeg, Superior and Huron, "all have one edge o r side 
in g ra n ite "  (2 9 ) . To g e t to  th is  po in t, however, th e  e lem en t o f tim e  
was necessary. "As the  rains and ice m e lts  fo r  thousands o f years
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poured dow n from  th e  s teep edges o f th e  Shield, w a te r  courses in 
s o fte r  soil w ere fo rm ed , dra in ing to  th e  sea" (2 9 ) .
In Canada, th re e  "key lakes serve as hubs o r d is tr ib u tin g  
po in ts .. . .[w h ich  are also] keys to  th e  e x tra o rd in a rily  fle x ib le  sys tem  
o f canoe tra ve l: Lakes Superior, W innepeg and A thabasca . Each s its  
on ly  6 0 0 -7 0 0  fe e t above sea level and has easy co m m u n ica tion  w ith  
th e  sea" via th e  rivers which are connected  to  them  (M orse 2 9 ).
To po rtage  a canoe means th a t th e  canoe m ust be carried  from  
one body o f w a te r to  th e  next. Generally th is  means th a t  handlers 
ca rry  the  canoe around a fa lls to o  rough to  run o r tra c k . T racking  
means pulling th e  canoe by rope fro m  th e  shore while th e  o th e r 
passengers w alk th e  bank. Poling, ano the r fu r  trade  te rm , m eans 
m oving th e  canoe by means o f a long pole while s tand ing  in th e  canoe 
s im ila r to  a gondola o p e ra to r on a bo a t in Venice.
In his book Fur Trade Canoe Routes o f Canada /  Then and N ow .
Eric Morse, w ho canoed avid ly in th is  area, arrived a t th e  conclusion  
th a t "gam e o rig ina lly  made th e  po rtages  and man m ere ly  im proved  
them , where necessary" (Morse 3 1 ). He deduced th a t, s ince m oose 
and caribou fo llow ed  th e  w a te r sys tem s b u t w ere unable to  go up o r 
dow n a fa lls, these  animals o rig ina ted  th e  tra d itio n a l fu r  tra d e  
po rtages  used by man.
C um berland House 1 8 1 9  
Frames o f thin laths confined to a curve by a piece o f wood 
joining the extremities, are fitte d  to the stem and stern, and 
the edges o f the bark sewn around them. The inside is rubbed
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over with a mixture o f pitch and grease, and covered with thin 
splints placed along the bottom  and sides, the frame having 
been taken out. The timbers, o f which there are 60 or 70, made 
o f cedar, are bent by the hand, and the ends inserted into the 
gunwales; a fte r which they are driven gradually by a mallet 
into vertical position. The bark is wetted with ho t water, and 
the canoe occasionally lifted by slings from the beams to force 
out the inequalities o f the surface. Nine small bars are fixed 
to the gunwales across the canoe and the seats fo r the 
paddlers are suspended at each end. (H ouston  6 5 )
[From  th e  Journal o f R obert Hood, M idshipm an w ith  Franklin ]
1.2 The Fur Trade
The f irs t  to  land in canoe co u n try  were th e  French, w ho saw 
the  canoe being used by the  Native people and e ve n tu a lly  un de rs tood  
its  necess ity  as a vehicle fo r  tra ve l on th e  ex tens ive  w a te rw a y  
sys tem . "L ig h t enough to  be carried ove r any obs tac le , th e  Indians' 
bark c ra ft  was th e  key th a t opened to  them  the  va s t expanse 
be tw een  the  oceans" (Shackle ton 1 6 7 ). Sailor Jacques C artie r 
w ro te  ab ou t w h a t he saw from  his voyage along th e  N ew found land 
shore in 1 5 3 4 , observ ing  the  use o f th e  canoe (1 6 8 ). The f irs t  to  
recogn ize  th e  im portance  o f th e  canoe fo r  trave l in N orth  Am erica  
was Samuel de Champlain. Once he helped estab lish  a co lony  in 
Quebec in 1 6 0 8 , he decided it was im p o rta n t to  gain friendsh ip  w ith  
th e  Indians w ho cou ld  provide a necessary fu r  ha rvest. Y e t in his 
"ea g e r[n e ss ] to  go exploring in th e ir te r r ito ry  to  th e  n o rth  and w es t,
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. .  .he w e n t to  w ar along side his Indian allies [th e  Huron, A lgonquin  
and M ontagnois against th e  Iroquo is] and he w e n t in th e ir  bark 
canoes" ( R oberts 1 7 1 ).
The fo u rte e n  Frenchmen w ho accom panied Champlain becam e 
a dep t a t using the  canoe fo r  " th e  Indians w ou ld  n o t have to le ra te d  
such a num ber o f non-w ork ing  passengers" (S hack le ton  1 7 5 ). Men 
such as these  are considered the  ea rlies t o f a typ e  o f man called 
"cou reu rs  de b o is . . .a new breed o f men to  w hom  adven tu re  and th e  
freedom  o f life  in the  fo re s t held m ore appeal than  d id  liv ing in a 
t in y  s e ttle m e n t under th e  re s tra in ts  o f  a European c iv iliza tio n "
(1 7 5 ) .  A long  w ith  becom ing exp e rt a t handling th e  canoe, th e y  
w ou ld  also take  up the  life s ty le  and language o f the  Indian. O ver 
tim e , b lood kinships would be fo rm ed , and th e ir  descendan ts  w ho 
p icked up th e  paddle would be called voyageurs. The ir adeptness fo r  
handling th e  canoe would land them  an im p o rta n t place in th e  N orth  
W est and Hudson's Bay Com pany fu r  trades, as well as a place on the  
h is to ric  A d m ira lty  overland exped itions o f  Sir John Franklin in th e  
early  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry .
The tu rn ing  po in t fo r  th e  French fu r  tra de  began as a re su lt o f 
French re je c tio n  o f tw o  o f the  m ost successfu l fu r  tra d e rs  o f the  
se ve n te en th  ce n tu ry . When Pierre Esprit Radisson and M edart 
C honart Des Groseilliers were fined and, in the  case o f Groseilliers, 
im prisoned fo r  a tim e  fo r  trad ing  w ith o u t a license, th e y  b o th  
becam e disillusioned by th e ir  go ve rn m e n t's  ac tions. Through th e ir  
own e xp lo ra tions  and discussions w ith  Indians, th e y  becam e fam ilia r
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w ith  the  geography o f Canada's in te rio r dra inage sys tem . They w ere 
ce rta in  th a t g rea t p ro fits  could be made by  sailing in to  H udson's Bay 
and tra d ing  fo r  fu rs  a t the  m ouths o f th e  rivers the re . N o t on ly  did 
the  French ignore th e  m en's suggestion , th e y  charged them  w ith  
v io la tin g  tra d ing  po licy  and penalized th e m . Once Radisson and 
Groseilliers w ere free  to  pedal th e ir  idea e lsew here, th e  pa ir were 
soon be fo re  th e  Royal C ourt in London. In 1 6 6 7 , " th e  in itia l 
e igh teen  inco rpo ra to rs , o r A d ven tu re rs , o f  th e  H udson's Bay Com pany 
opened th e ir  f irs t  s to ck  b o o k . . .the  Duke o f  York ( la te r King James II) 
being th e  f irs t  e n try  and Prince Rupert th e  second" (Ruggles 2 5 9 ).
Before receiving th e ir  cha rte r, how ever, th e  men launched a 
tra d in g  m ission using tw o  ships, w ith  Radisson and Groseilliers each 
aboard one o f them . The ship in w hich Radisson sailed cou ld  n o t 
com p le te  its  m ission, b u t G roseillier's d id, and "re tu rn e d  w ith  a 
ca rgo  o f fu rs  whose value was su ffic ie n t enough to  encourage th em  
to  apply fo r  the  Royal [C harte r o f 1 6 7 0  and] received, am ong m any 
righ ts , th e  m onopo ly  o f trade in furs, fish , m inerals and o th e r 
p ro d u c ts "  (Ruggles 2 5 9 ).
By th e  e ig h te en th  cen tu ry , w ar be tw een  th e  English and French 
e ven tua lly  gave w ay in B rita in 's  fa vo r and th e  French g ove rnm e n t 
was rem oved  from  New France. This did n o t mean th a t those  who 
w ere em p loyed  in the  trade  w en t w ith  th e  governm en t. The 
voyageurs , w ho were o f French and Indian descen t, s ta ye d  and 
o ffe re d  th e ir  skills a t making and m anning canoes fo r  th e  new
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trade rs . V oyageurs ' m ixed b lood he ritage  resu lted  fro m  a French 
tra p p e r liv ing w ith  an Indian w om an in th e  tra p p in g  grounds.
In her book, Many Tender Ties (1 9 8 0 ) ,  Silvia Van K irk uses th e  
te rm  "c o u n try  w ife "  to  re fe r to  the  N ative  w om en w ho lived w ith  
European fu r  trade  em ployees fo r  periods o f  tim e . Fur tra de  com pany 
em ployees adop ted  th is  p rac tice  o f m ixed c o u n try  m arriages, 
som etim es w ith  European w ives w a itin g  overseas. G overnor George 
S im pson, fo r  exam ple, had " fa th e re d  a t least five  ch ild ren  from  fo u r 
d if fe re n t w ives. . .the  f irs t o f  these  na tu ra l ch ild ren  born  in B rita in ,
. .  .the  res t born in fu r  trade  c o u n try  (B row n 1 2 3 ). Yet, b e fo re  
m arry ing  his second cousin Frances, and in troduc ing  her to  R upert's  
Land, Simpson was able to  find  o th e r FIBC men to  c re a te  fam ilies 
w ith  his co u n try  w ives and ch ildren.
The voyageurs were th e  f irs t  descendents o f  such m ixed b lood 
re la tionsh ips in the  fu r trade . They w ou ld  fill a p o s itio n  called 
se rvan ts  in the  N orth  W est com pany, w hich to o k  o ve r th e  French fu r  
tra d e . The N orth  W est and H udson's Bay C om pany (HBC) each had a 
class d iv is ion in th e ir  ranks. As Van Kirk no tes o f  these  com panies, 
" th e y  w ere organized along hierarchical lines, th e  basic d iv is ion 
be ing be tw een th e  o ffice rs  and se rva n ts " ( Van Kirk 9 ). The o ffic e rs  
in th e  N orth  W est com pany came from  Highland S co ttish  descen t and 
a tta in e d  sim ilar pos ition  in th e  trade . The ir se rvan ts , th e  
voyageurs , could never go h igher than  ch ie f guide in th e  com pany 
because th e  o ffic e rs ' clan re la tionsh ips w ould n o t a llow  ou ts ide rs  to  
gain h igher positions.
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The HBC servants  were re c ru ite d  fro m  th e  s tre e ts  o f London, 
orphanages and the  Orkney Islands. In c o n tra s t to  N orth  W est 
com pany p rac tice , servants m oved in to  high o ff ic e r  pos itio ns  ove r 
tim e , as the  HBC o ffe re d  m ore o f an o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  com pany 
em ployees to  m ove up the  social ladder. In 1 7 7 9 , th e  N orth  W est 
com pany was inco rpo ra ted  in M ontreal from  th e  m any ind ividual 
trade rs , p rim arily  from  Scotland, w ho a tte m p te d  to  ta ke  ove r 
tra d ing  w here the  French le ft o ff.
The N orth  W est com pany w ou ld  be run from  M ontrea l. This 
d iffe re d  fro m  the  HBC, which w ou ld  n o t change its  po licy  o f  running 
th e  com pany o f connected  B ritish businessm en from  overseas; fe w  
o f them  w ould  ever g e t to  R upert's  Land. All tra n sa c tion s  and 
business m a tte rs  were decided a t regu la r m eetings in London.
From here th e  com pany had th e  pow er to  n o t on ly  "m ake laws fo r  its  
ow n em ployers and posts, b u t also fo r  all persons in th is  c h a rte r 
te r r ito ry . It cou ld adm in is te r ju s tice  and use arm ed fo rce  if 
necessary" ( Ruggles 2 5 9 ). Soon th e  com pany appo in ted  a g o ve rn o r 
fo r  each N orth  Am erican p os t ( fa c to ry ) , w hich was loca ted  a t the  
m o u th  o f a river. In th is  w ay each p o s t "deve loped  its  own trade  
area" (2 5 9 ) . Eventually posts  were opened inland and th e  te rm  
"d is tr ic t"  was applied to  a grouping o f these  p o s t areas, which 
to g e th e r  were subserv ien t to  a bay fa c to ry .
By "1 8 1 0 , the  com pany d iv ided Rupertsland in to  tw o  
d epa rtm e n ts , no rthern  and southern , each adm in is te red  by  governors, 
one cen te red  a t York Factory, and th e  o th e r  a t Moose F a c to ry " (2 5 9 ) .
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George Simpson was hired as go ve rno r o f  the  N orthern  D ep a rtm e n t. 
A lthough  s till under the  hand o f the  com pany o ffic ia ls  in London, 
a fte r  am algam ation, Simpson was g iven charge o f all com pany 
te r r ito ry  in Canada. While th e  fina l say on issues res te d  overseas, 
S im pson's unoffic ia l name, " th e  lit t le  em pero r," expresses th e  
pow er he w ie lded as he to o k  charge o f th e  HBC in te re s ts  in N orth  
Am erican fo r  fo r ty  years.
The reason the  tw o  com panies, HBC and N orth  W est com pany, 
jo ine d  fo rces  was necessity . It was s im p ly  th a t th e  c o n flic t was 
causing physical as well as econom ic dam age to  the m . By th e  la te  
e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry , fu r  tra d ing  com panies, whose sys tem s o f 
opera tion  were va s tly  d iffe re n t, dom ina ted  th e  Canadian landscape.
As th e  HBC began to  reach fa r th e r  w e s t in to  te rr ito r ie s  beyond  th e  
orig inal C hartered agreem ent, th e  com pany appealed fo r  an 
expansion and was g ran ted  one. This did n o t persuade th e  N orth  
W esterners from  con tinu ing  to  go w here th e y  had well estab lished  
ro u tes  fo r  fu rs. C on flic t soon occurred  where the  fu r  tra d e  
com panies overlapped be fo re  a reso lu tion  could be reached.
While ch ie f fa c to rs  and trade rs  from  b o th  com panies w ere 
g iven a place in th e  new organ iza tion , the  HBC came o u t ahead in 
several ways. N ot on ly were th e y  able to  keep th e ir nam e, b u t one o f 
th e ir  governo rs  was made suprem e com m ander o f  the  te rr ito r ie s , 
essentia lly . Simpson, fo rtu n a te ly , recognized the  need fo r  w ha t 
N orth  W est com pany men had to  o ffe r. They knew th e  te r r ito ry  
b e tte r  than  the  HBC, since all com pany leaders, also called pa rtne rs ,
x
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trave led  inland a t som e tim e  in th e ir  career. They also had am ongst 
them  the  m os t skilled people in m aking and using fu r  tra d e  canoes.
In add ition , since m ost N orth  W este rn  pa rtne rs  w ere fro m  Scotland, 
th e y  b rough t w ith  them  a hard w ork ing  e th ic . M ost lead em ployees, 
w ise to  the  business o f trade , were g iven  im p o rta n t jo b s  in th e  new 
com pany,
The HBC had in itia lly  resisted acquiring  th e  skills needed to  go 
inland, and p re fe rred  instead to  have th e  Indians bring th e m  the  
fu rs . The French, and la te r th e  N orth  W est Com pany, tra ve led  easily 
in to  the  ex tens ive  dra inage system  o f Canada's su b a rc tic . The N orth  
W esterners had m oved in to  a w ell-o iled  fu r  trad e  m achine and had 
eve ry th ing  th e y  needed. W ith  the  am a lgam ation , th e  new  com pany 
w ou ld  cons is t o f the  b es t o f bo th  com panies; th e y  w ere  especia lly 
dependen t on th e  N orth  W este rner's  a b ility  to  m ove a b ou t th e  
te r r ito ry .
A fte r  Simpson was g iven charge o f  the  w hole  N o rth  Am erican 
opera tion , his S co ttish  background enabled him to  w ork  w ell w ith  
th e  p redom inan tly  S co ttish  N orth  W est trade rs . S im pson was in 
awe o f the  well made canoes and the  a b ility  o f th e  N orth  W esterners 
to  go  g re a t d is tances fa s t w ith  th e ir experienced voyageurs . Soon 
he w ou ld  have th e  m ost im pressive express canoe made fo r  his 
inspection  to u rs , prope lled  by the  m ost able paddlers in com pany 
e m p loym en t. He was called:
lit t le  em pero r and his en tourage was f i t  fo r  one. One
tra d e r recalled th a t the  lines o f his canoe w ere unm atched  fo r
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beau ty , its  bow  a m agn ificen t cu rve  o f bark gaud ily  b u t 
ta s te fu lly  pa in ted  . . .  His canoes w ere crew ed b y  th e  
com pany 's  b e s t paddlers, m o s tly  Iroquois, w ie ld ing  
m atched  paddles w ith  verm ilion  b la d e s ... .S im pson 's  arrival 
never fa iled to  impress th e  firm 's  em ployees and th e  Indians. 
(R oberts  2 2 1 )
C um berland House 18 1 9  
The l a s t . .  .is to cover all the seams on the outside with a 
mixture o f p itch and grease boiled together. The shape o f the 
canoe is now a round bottom, sharp extremities, gunwales in a 
plane parallel to the horizon, and circular prows and sterns, 
elevated one foot above them, the former o f which is larger 
than the later. The paddles are four feet long, with narrow 
blades, and a small square sail completes the equipment; but a 
canoe, having no keel, can only cross the direction o f the wind 
at a very oblique angle. The largest canoes are feet in 
length, 5 and a half in breadth and 2 and a half in depth. They 
are borne across the longest portages by two men, the foreman 
and steersman; and though their materials are so slight, they 
will carry 3200 Tib. each besides the crew. A loaded canoe has 
six paddlers, two o f whom sit upon each bench, the foreman 
being single and the steersman standing in the stern with a 
long paddle. A lightly loaded canoe can stow conveniently ten 
paddlers and is capable o f going seven miles an hour for a 
whole day. (H ouston  6 5 -6 6 )
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[F rom  th e  Journal o f  R obert Hood, M idshipm an w ith  Franklin]
1.3 The A d m ira lty
The m o tiva tio n  which landed th e  B ritish  A d m ira lty  on th e  
land, lakes and stream s o f th e  S ubarctic , area around th e  A rc tic  
C ircle, and A rc tic  regions o f no rthe rn  Canada, was th e  same 
m o tiva tio n  th a t  inspired the  French to  go inland beyond  th e  St. 
Lawrence; th e  search fo r  a N o rth w e s t passage to  access the  riches 
o f  China. Yet th e  man responsible fo r  p u tt in g  th e  N avy in these  
unique env ironm en ts , Sir John Barrow, S ecre ta ry  o f  th e  A d m ira lty , 
had an even m ore focused m ilita ry  s tra te g y . B arrow 's  la rger plan 
invo lved  "po lew ard  advance o f ships as fa r  as possib le  in to  th e  areas 
east o f  Greenland; a con tinu ing  search fo r  th e  e lus ive N o rth w e s t 
Passage; a land exp lo ra tion  o f the  little -kn o w n  A rc tic  co a s t o f N orth  
A m e rica " (Back xv-xv i). Follow ing th e  Napoleonic W ars, Barrow  was 
aware th a t m anpower, ships and fund ing  su p po rt cou ld  be readily 
available.
Perhaps to  ensure th a t the  public was behind him on his 
e ffo r ts  o f exp lo ra tion , Barrow developed an in te re s tin g  alliance 
w ith  one o f th e  leading London book publishers o f th e  n in e te e n th  
ce n tu ry , John M urray o f A lbem arle S tre e t. Barrow  was invo lved n o t 
on ly  in th e  Royal Navy, bu t th e  Royal S oc ie ty  and th e  Royal 
G eographical S ocie ty , which he founded. The to p ics  fo r  books 
g ene ra ted  from  such new exp lo ra tions com p lim en ted  M urray's 
in te re s t in trave l. In A H is to ry  o f Booksellers, o rig ina lly  published 
in 1 8 7 3 , a u th o r Henry Curwen w rites:
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Murray, skilled as any p ilo t in w a tch in g  th e  d ire c tio n  o f the  
w ind, tu rn e d  his a tte n tio n  to  th e  p ub lica tion  o f  tra ve ls  and 
e x p e d itio n s -a n d  soon A lbem arle  S tre e t was fam o us  fo r  its  
"T ra v e ls ." . . .Am ong the  m ost va luable and successfu l o f these  
w ere th e  exped itions o f . . .  Parry, Franklin5.
(Curwen 1 9 5 -9 6 )
In th e  years be tw een 1 8 18  and 1 8 4 5 , w hen Barrow  re tired  in 
his early e igh ties , all A rc tic  exp lo ra tions w hich  S e cre ta ry  to  the  
Navy, Barrow, helped plan, had jou rna ls , ske tches, and sc ie n tif ic  
da ta  included. When each exped ition  re tu rned  to  England, the  o ff ic e r  
in charge was responsible fo r  seeing th a t th e  da ta  g o t published 
qu ick ly . It appears th a t, until th e  in fo rm a tio n  was se t in ink, the  
exped itio n  was n o t over. This is ev iden t in th e  F irst Franklin 
O verland Expedition, fo r  example, which to o k  place in th e  years 
1 8 1 9 -1 8 2 2 . In 1 8 2 3 , England saw the  f ir s t  pu b lica tion  o f th e  book 
on th is  exped ition , which included th e  jou rna l, ske tches  and 
sc ie n tif ic  da ta  ga thered  along the  way. John M urray is th e  pub lisher 
o f th is  book; he also published m ost subsequen t e xp o ra tio n  books 
assoc ia ted  w ith  Barrow 's guidance.
Barrow  w ro te  an autob iograph ica l m em oir, published by 
M urray in 1 8 4 7 . In it he acknow ledges th e  im po rtance  o f those  w ho 
w ere able to  w rite  e ffe c tiv e ly  and pass on h is to ric  in fo rm a tio n
5 Sir John Franklin would lead three expeditions into the Arctic; two overland, and one 
by sea. This final trip, however, would end in the loss of both ships and all men aboard. 
The search to find an answer to Franklin's dissappearance led many more into the Arctic. 
This fulfilled the worst possible scenerio in the minds of the public. If one bright light 
could emerge from that fatal mission, it was the mapping of a good deal of that blank area 
of the Arctic Archipelago; the island chain on the northern most coast of North America.
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discovered during th e  m any exp lo ra tions  he oversaw . In com m en ting  
on th e  1 8 1 8  voyage to  S p itzbergen, fo r  exam ple, he w rites , 
"an y th in g  can be believed o f th e  fe c u n d ity  o f  S p itzbergen . . .a fte r  
reading the  in te res tin g  and in s tru c tive  na rra tive  o f  C aptain Beechey" 
(B arrow  1 9 ). Barrow goes on to  w rite  th a t "B eechey te lls  us th a t 
th e  sea a bou t Sp itzbergen is as much alive as th e  land" (2 1 ) .
In th a t 1 8 18  exped ition , Barrow d ispa tched  fo u r A d m ira lty  
ships in to  th e  A rc tic . Two w ere to  go by Svalbard to  th e  N orth  Pole 
and Siberia. The o th e r tw o  w ere to  go th ro u g h  th e  N o rth w e s t 
passage and jo in  the  f irs t tw o . Both g roups fe ll fa r  s h o rt o f  th e ir  
in tended  m issions, y e t Barrow pe rs is ted  and o rch e s tra te d  m ore 
exped itions  in the  next years. This gave m any o f th e  men fu r th e r  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  advance B rita in 's  unders tand ing  o f th e  uncharted  
areas in N orthern  Canada and th e  A rc tic . Three men in pa rticu la r 
le f t  marks in h is to ry  and the  a rt w orld  as well, by p a rtic ip a tin g  
s ig n ifica n tly  in A dm ira lty  a c tiv itie s .
Three names from  the  f irs t  Barrow  endeavor o f  1 8 1 8  are John 
Ross, George Back, and Frederick Beechey. Ross w ou ld  becom e los t 
in th e  A rc tic  be fore  Franklin, and Back w ould  be sen t to  rescue him. 
Back w ou ld  learn o f Ross's safe re tu rn  while he was s till in th e  
A rc tic , free ing  him to  focus on exp lo ra tion . As a resu lt, Back 
re tu rn ed  w ith  a b e tte r  sense o f the  geography o f th e  no rth e rn  A rc tic . 
Beechey, w hose fa th e r, W illiam Beechey, was a fam ous p o rtra it 
p a in te r in London, would d ra ft landscapes fo r th e  A d m ira lty  record .
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Later, Beechey w ould  com m and the  ship B lossom and be p a rt 
o f a rendezvous plan w ith  Franklin 's Second O verland E xped ition . In 
his A d m ira lty  in s tru c tio n , Franklin was to ld  th a t "in  the  e ve n t o f 
yo u r death , o r any acc iden t w hich m ay p re ve n t yo u r p roceed ing , th e  
com m and o f th e  Expedition m ust necessarily  devo lve  on L ie u te n a n t 
Back" (Franklin xx iv ).
The Blossom. Captained by Beechey, was to  go so u th  around to  
th e  Pacific and t r y  to  reach K o tzebue 's  In let by th e  f ir s t  year. 
A fte rw a rd , th e y  w ould t r y  to  reach "B ering 's  S tra it the  fo llow ing  
season [a n d ] proceed to  th e  appo in ted  rendezvous" (F ranklin  xx iii). 
The A d m ira lty  had hoped th a t Beechey's exped ition , trave lling  fro m  
th e  Pacific side o f Canada's no rthe rn  coast, cou ld  m ee t w ith  
Franklin 's Second Overland exped ition  in to  Canada, o r Ross' A rc tic  
Ocean exped ition , a t th e  "lo n g itud e  o f Icy Cape" (xx ii). A ll p a rties  
m issed the  rendezvous.
Franklin 's overland p a rty  had been d iv ided in to  tw o  g roups. One 
group  was assigned to  surveying the  coas t be tw een  th e  C opperm ine 
and MacKenzie Rivers and areas inland around th e  rivers and th e  
G reat Bear Lake. Back and Franklin were in th e  o th e r g roup  assigned 
to  exp lore  th e  n o rth w e s t coas t o f  Am erica w e s t o f th e  MacKenzie 
River and a tte m p t to  reach Beechey's Blossom a t K o tze b u e 's  In le t. 
When Franklin did n o t arrive as expected , Beechey sen t a p a rty  
fa r th e r  n o rth , reaching a high la titu de  on the  n o rthe rn  coa s t o f 
Am erica  a t a place he named Point Barrow, fo r  S ecre ta ry  o f  the  
A d m ira lty  Barrow. Ironically Franklin 's p a rty  was n o t fa r  fro m
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Beechey's n o rth e rn  m ost d es tina tio n  w hen Franklin dec ided  to  tu rn  
around a t a place he named Beechey Point, a fte r  th e  o ff ic e r  he had 
hoped to  m eet. Franklin had no reason to  believe th e  B lossom  w e n t 
fa r th e r than  w here th e y  w ere expec ted  to  m eet. On th is  near 
rendezvous w ith  Beechey Franklin w ro te , "Could I have known, o r by  
p oss ib ility  im agined th a t a p a r ty  from  th e  Blossom had been a t th e  
d istance o f on ly  one hundred and s ix ty  m iles from  me, no 
d ifficu ltie s , dangers o r d iscouraging c ircum stances shou ld  have 
prevailed on me to  re tu rn " (Franklin 1 6 5 ) . The fo llow ing  year, 1 8 2 7 , 
when an o the r a tte m p t was planned, early  ice made it  a bad yea r fo r  
Beechey to  naviga te  a no the r exped ition  high in to  th e  coasta l w a te rs  
o f N orth  A m erica  (1 6 6 ).
Beechey and his fe llow  Pacific exp lo rers aboard th e  Blossom 
con tinued  w ith  th e ir  assigned m ission. They ve n tu red  in to  
te rr ito r ie s  in th e  sou th  seas, bring ing back sc ien tific  da ta  as well 
as draw ings fo r  the  A d m ira lty  and the  publish ing house o f  M urray.
As he had done in his S p itzbergen  m ission, Beechey saw th e  da ta  and 
draw ings th rough  to  pub lica tion . O the r exp lo ra tion  leaders did 
likew ise. Murray con tinued  to  flou rish  as a resu lt o f th is  in flux o f 
exp lo ra tion  books, and th e  names o f th e  o ffice rs  w ho to ld  the  
s to ries  have becom e fam ilia r to  us.
Upon Barrow 's re tirem e n t, o ffice rs  in th e  A d m ira lty  jo in t ly  
com posed  a le t te r  o f recogn ition  fo r  th e  adm irable co n tr ib u tio n  he 
made to  A rc tic  exp lo ra tion . In the  o ffic e rs ' lis t o f 28 included a t 
th e  b o tto m  o f the  le tte r, e leven Captains are lis ted. The fo llow ing
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are th e  f irs t  five : "S ir W.E. Parry, Sir John Franklin, Fred. W.
Beechey, Sir Jas. C. Ross, Sir Geo. Back" (Barrow  4 7 8 ) . This lis t 
shows the  high A d m ira lty  s tand ing  b o th  Beechey and Back gained in 
th e  decades fo llow ing  th e ir  f irs t  ve n tu re  in to  th e  A rc tic . It seem s 
safe to  assume th a t o ffice rs  in th is  se lec t group o f e leven knew one 
another, especia lly if  th e y  had p a rtic ip a te d  on m issions to g e th e r. 
Since all o ffice rs  were required to  w rite  w ha t th e y  experienced , it  
cou ld  also be assumed th a t th e y  w ere in te res ted  in each o th e r 's  
adven tures, enough so to  read th e  w ritin g s  from  th e ir  fe llo w  co h o rts  
in th e  A rc tic , which M urray had published under B arrow 's  
encouragem ent. It m igh t even be said th a t lessons learned fro m  the  
o th e rs ' experiences m igh t save th e ir  own lives som eday. M urray's 
pub lica tions on N orthern  exp lo ra tions should have been requ ired  
reading fo r  all o ffice rs  involved. W hile th e  public dem and fo r  th is  
lite ra tu re  was he ightened, all A d m ira lty  m em bers w ould  m os t 
like ly have th e ir own libraries w ith  all th e  published w orks  on 
no rth e rn  exp lo ra tion . Back and Beechey, b o th  in th is  c a te g o ry  o f 
o ffic e r, should each have had such a lib ra ry  in his hom e.
28
C hapter 2
The Family C onnection. Hopkins' Father. Rear A dm ira l Frederick 
W illiam Beechev: A  C on tem pora ry  to  Georae Back.
One earlie r line o f  fam ily  connection  be tw een Hopkins and Back 
is ev id en t in a lis ting  o f the  1 8 1 9  voyage o f the  T re n t, one o f fo u r 
ships sent o u t on tw o  exped itions in search o f a n o rth w e s t passage 
th rough  th e  A rc tic . This period o f exp lo ra tion  fo llo w ing  th e  end o f 
th e  Napoleonic W ar saw the  Royal Navy able to  re d ire c t m ore o f its  
tim e  and resources to  such causes.
A  lis t in th e  appendix o f W illiam Edward Parry's, Journal o f  a 
Voyage o f D iscovery to  the  A rc tic  Regions, shows th e  ro s te r o f 
o ffice rs  fro m  th e  fo u r ships used in Barrow 's planned Baffin  Bay and 
Sp itsbergen exped itions. On th e  ro s te r fo r  th e  T re n t, com m anded by 
L ieu tenan t John Franklin, Frances Hopkins' fa th e r, F rederick W illiam 
Beechey, also a L ieu tenan t, is lis ted  a fte r  Franklin; a p pa re n tly  he is 
second in com m and o f the  m ission. Farther down th e  lis t is George 
Back, one o f the  T re n t's  m idshipm en. The com m ander o f th e  T re n t. 
Franklin, w ou ld  la te r p lay a p ivo ta l role in un iting  th e  nam es o f 
Beechey and Back on ano ther e f fo r t  to  secure a n o rth e rn  rou te .
On th is  la te r ven tu re , Franklin's second overland m ission in to  
th e  A rc tic  reg ions, Franklin and his crew  w ould a t te m p t to  explore 
a no rthern  overland rou te  w est o f th e  Mackenzie river, w hile  Captain 
W illiam Edward Parry would a tte m p t to  secure a n o rth w e s t passage 
on th e  A rc tic  w a te rs .
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The Franklin and Parry exped itions  w ere  e xp e c te d  to  a tte m p t a 
rendezvous w ith  Beechey, w ho w ou ld  go around th e  Cape and be on 
th e  Pacific side a t a prescribed tim e  and place in o rd e r to  m ee t one 
or b o th  g roups. For th is  m ission, Beechey, by th is  tim e  a Captain, 
was g iven His M a jesty 's  sloop B lossom. This ship, how ever, was no t 
o u t f it te d  as well as Parry's fo r  w in te ring  ove r in th e  A rc tic .
Beechey's ins truc tions  s ta te  th a t he is to  be a t "B ering 's  S tra it 
in th e  A u tu m n  o f 1 8 2 6  and co n tin g e n tly , in th a t o f  1 8 2 7 , fo r  th e  
purpose o f a ffo rd ing  such assistance as may be requ ired , e ith e r by 
C aptain Parry o r Captain Franklin, should one o r th e  o th e r  make an 
appearance in th a t ne ighborhood" (Gough 2 5 ). A n o th e r apparen t 
m o tiv a tio n  in sending Beechey the re  was concern  o ve r Russian 
expansion in th e  area and th e  se cu rity  o f  rich B ritish  fu r  te rr ito ry .
The Blossom was also o u tf it te d  to  do ex tens ive  s c ie n tif ic  
s tud ies  in various Pacific locations along th e  w ay such as P itcarn 
Island, (w here  m em bers o f th e  infam ous B ounty had landed), since 
th e  B lossom  cou ld  n o t w in te r over in th e  ice. In 1 8 2 7 , how ever, the  
B lossom  was fo rce d  to  leave the  planned place o f rendezvous be fo re  
th e y  cou ld  m ee t w ith  th e ir fe llow  o ffice rs . The ice was closing in.
This pa rticu la r 1 8 2 5 -1 8 2 7  m ission deve loped an ind irec t 
co n ne c tio n  be tw een Back and Beechey. T ha t is, w hile  th e y  did n o t 
sail to g e th e r  th is  tim e , th e y  were pa rt o f the  same overa ll cause. 
The ir invo lvem en t here may have s treng the ned  th e  connection  
be tw ee n  th e  tw o  men as th e ir  p restige  as exp lorers and ranks as 
naval o ffic e rs  grew. As o ffice rs  w ho had sailed to g e th e r  p rev ious ly
30
on the  T re n t, the  tw o  should have becom e well acqua in ted . Surely, 
th e y  were acqua in ted  enough to  d iscuss th is  1 8 2 5 -2 7  m issed 
rendezvous m ission in w hich th e y  each p layed key ro les.
N onetheless, ano the r name on Parry 's 1 8 1 9  ro s te r  proves an 
even m ore d ire c t and im p o rta n t link in un iting  th e  p a ths  o f  Beechey 
and Back; th a t o f th e  com m ander o f th e  Isabella. C apta in  John Ross. 
In 1 8 29 , Ross com m anded the  V ic to ry  on an e x p lo ra to ry  m ission to  
th e  Polar Regions b u t did n o t re tu rn  as expected .
W hen news arrived th a t the  s ta tu s  o f  th e  V ic to ry  was 
uncerta in  and public concern was grow ing, Back p roposed  th a t he 
lead a p a rty  to  search fo r  Ross while a tte m p tin g  to  reach th e  A rc tic  
Ocean fro m  th e  Great Slave Lake. From th a t p o in t he w ou ld  explore 
and sc ien tifica lly  observe unknown p o rtion s  o f th e  A rc t ic  coast. Due 
to  Back's e x trao rd ina ry  co n trib u tio n s  to  Franklin 's second 
exped ition , he had been p rom o ted  to  com m ander b u t w as unable to  
ob ta in  a ship. One apparen t reason fo r  th is  is th a t th e  g o ve rn m e n t 
had been gradua lly  decreasing its  su p p o rt o f A rc tic  e xp lo ra to ry  
m issions. The Ross inc ident seem ed to  rekindle in te re s t in the  
A rc tic  as it  ensured Back a com m and m ission.
While Beechey does no t trave l w ith  Back on th is  m ission, his 
su p p o rt fo r  its  cause is ev iden t. Beechey is lis ted  w ith  high ranking 
m em bers o f th e  A d m ira lty  on a tw e n ty -o n e  m em ber s tand ing  
c o m m itte e  fo r  the  m anagem ent o f th e  Back-headed search p a rty  fo r  
Ross.
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Am ong the  A d m ira lty  heavyw e igh ts  o f  th e  day is John Barrow, 
w ho was m o st responsible fo r  A d m ira lty  m issions in to  th e  A rc tic .
In his published jou rna l on the  tr ip , N arra tive  o f  th e  A rc tic  Land 
E xped ition . 1 8 3 6 , Back w rites  a b ou t th e  c o m m itte e  p re sen ta tio n  in 
o rd e r to  gain Royal su ppo rt o f th e  m ission. Back says:
th e ir  royal highnesses th e  Duchess o f Kent and Princess 
V ic to ria  also received a d e p u ta tio n , cons is ting  o f  V ice A dm ira l 
Sir George Cockburn, Captains Beechey and M oconochie, w ith  
m yse lf, fo r  the  purpose o f p o in ting  o u t on th e  ch a rt th e  line o f 
th e  proposed rou te , su b m ittin g , a t the  same tim e , a ske tch  o f 
th e  in tended  proceedings:-on w hich occasion th e ir  Royal 
H ighnesses evinced a tru ly  b enevo len t in te re s t in th e  
exped ition  (Back 12).
A m ong  th e  m any subscribers lis ted  in Back's Narrative, orig ina lly  
published by John Murray in London in 1 8 3 6 , is Beechey.
So Beechey helped Back and o th e r m em bers o f  th e  Navy p resen t 
th e  im po rtan ce  o f the  mission to  the  Royal fam ily . Maybe he held the  
ch a rt up jo in t ly  w ith  Back as th e ir  superiors argued th e  case fo r  the  
m ission. But more im po rtan tly , he is lis ted  as one o f the  
subscribe rs (Back 6 3 9 ) to  Back's record  o f the  jo u rn e y , w hich o f  
course  includes Back's draw ings. While we could assum e th a t all th e  
o ffic e rs  w ho  co n trib u te d  to  the  exp lo ra tion  w orks w hich  Murray 
pub lished  had a lib rary o f books re la ting  to  th e ir  m issions, th is  
ev idence  even more s tron g ly  suggests th a t Back's Narrative w ould
have been in th e  Beechey household as Frances, w ho was born 
1 8 3 8 , was g row ing  up.
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C hapter 3
Where Lines D iverge: The Sublime And th e  Beautifu l N ature  o f Back
and Hopkins
The co ncep t o f  th e  Sublime and th e  Beautifu l com es to  lig h t on 
th e  pages o f Edmund Burke's book, A  Philosophical Enquiry In to  th e  
Origin o f Our Ideas o f th e  Sublime and th e  B eautifu l, w r it te n  in 
1 7 5 7 . Burke fo rm u la te d  th e  a e s th e tic  o f the  Sublime in response to  
tra ve le r's  reactions on seeing the  Swiss and Italian A lps. His 
tre a tise  arrived in tim e  fo r  th e  public to  have an unders tand ing  o f  
th e  sublim e and th e  beau tifu l w hich cou ld  be used to  com prehend  th e  
images w r it te n  and ske tched  in the  new ly explored n o rth e rn  reaches 
o f Canada. In com paring his concep ts , Burke in te rchanges th e  w ord  
g rea t to  id e n tify  the  sublim e. He says:
For sublim e ob jec ts  are va s t in th e ir  d im ensions, beau tifu l 
ones co m para tive ly  small; b e a u ty  should be sm oo th , and 
polished; the  g rea t rugged and neg ligen t; beau ty  should shun 
the  r ig h t line, y e t dev ia te  from  it  insensibly; th e  g re a t in m any 
cases loves th e  r ig h t line, and w hen it  dev ia tes, it  o fte n  makes 
a s tro n g  devia tion ; be au ty  should no t be obscure; th e  g re a t 
o u gh t to  be dark and g loom y; b eau ty  should be lig h t and 
de lica te , the  g rea t o u g h t to  be solid and even m assive. . . one 
being founded on pain, the  o th e r pleasure.
(Burke 1 2 4 )
Two artic les  are especia lly im p o rta n t in re la ting  how  th e  
concep ts  o f the  Sublime and the  Beautifu l applied to  images in th e
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A rc tic  and S ubarctic  fo r  th e  European audience. In "The A rc tic  
Sublim e," by Chauncey C. Loom is, th e  a u th o r d iscusses th e  co n ce p t 
o f an unm apped region o f th e  ea rth , in th is  case, th e  A rc tic , made 
Sublime by th e  vastness o f its  vo id . He no tes th a t th e  hum an 
im agination s trugg les  w ith  th e  g re a t d im ensions o f such an 
unfam iliar env ironm en t. The v iew er is a p t to  feel awe and even 
te r ro r  when co n fro n te d  w ith  such vastness. Loom is says th a t  " th e  
Sublime canno t be m apped" (Loom is 1 1 2 ). As n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  
exp lo ra tions filled  in the  vo ids w ith  real places, doom  fa lls  upon the  
Sublime A rc tic , as it  canno t ex is t when it  is "d o m e s tica te d  w ith  
nam es" (1 1 2 ) .
In ano the r a rtic le , "The A e s th e tic  Map o f th e  N orth , 1 8 4 5 - 
1 8 5 9 ,"  I.S. MacLaren discusses im ages fro m  British A d m ira lty  
m issions in search fo r  th e  elusive N o rth w e s t Passage to  Asia. Each 
m ission had topographers  on board w ho w ere qua lified  to  ske tch  
w ha t th e y  saw, and the  A d m ira lty 's  pub lica tion  o f th e ir  jou rna ls  
helped feed a grow ing public in te re s t in the  Sublime. When th e  final 
Franklin exped ition  did n o t re tu rn , th e y  concluded th a t th e  in fin ite  
masses o f ice could swallow  th e  tw o  ships and all th e  men. The 
B ritish im agined the  w o rs t scenario th e  Sublime could o ffe r  the  
public im ag ination . Yet it  was th is  ve ry  search fo r  th e  lo s t 
exped ition  th a t did the  m ost to  m od ify  th e  public v iew  o f a Sublime 
N orth . Gradually th e  course o f even ts  surround ing th e  Franklin 
Expedition became known and da ta  fro m  the  search voyages 
co lle c tive ly  filled  in the  map. The in fo rm a tio n  ga the red  by the
35
searching exped itions helped to  erase th e  ove rw he lm ing  
awesom eness o f th e  reg ion. N everthe less, be fo re  th a t  happened, th e  
a rtis ts  re tu rned  and published images o f the  te r ro r  th e  A rc tic  cou ld  
o ffe r. A r t is t 's  renderings o f th e ir  experiences N orth  m anaged to  
envision th e  Sublime m o n s te r going down w ith  Franklin 's ships.
Two o th e r sources fu r th e r  analyze Burke 's im press ion  o f the  
Sublime as com pared to  th e  P icturesque in N orthern  a rt. One is Neil 
K en t's  book, The T rium ph o f L igh t and N ature: N ordic A r t  1 740-1  9 4 0 . 
1 9 8 7 , which h igh ligh ts  a rtis ts  w ho pa in ted  th e  n o rth e rn  Sublime 
using images th e y  im agined from  lite ra tu re  o r s to rie s . The pa in te rs  
focused on th e  unique e ffe c ts  o f air, vastness, co ldness, co lo r and 
lig h t. In Caspar David F riedrich 's The A rc tic  Sea. 1 8 2 3  ( fig . 9 ), fo r  
exam ple, th e  th ick  slabs o f  ice have been tossed  reck less ly  in to  an 
odd s lan ting  pile, resem bling a build ing a fte r  an ea rthquake . While 
th e  topp led  fo rm  orig ina lly  cons is ted  o f un ifo rm  shape (as the  
th ickness o f th e  slabs are the  sam e), its  orig inal s tru c tu re  was 
des tro yed  by  a pow erfu l fo rce  w hich m ay s till be lurk ing ju s t  
beneath  th e  w a te r. This massive im age o f upheaval d e m o n s tra tes  
Burke 's idea th a t when th e  righ t line o f  the  sublim e dev ia tes , it  does 
so s tro n g ly .
A n o th e r re fe rence to  th e  Sublime by Friedrich is a ship asleep 
on its  side, w hich the  a rtis t places obscure ly  o f f  to  th e  r igh t. The 
w ay the  ship blends in to  th e  slabs o f  ice, bending in th e  same 
d ire c tio n , and the  fa c t th a t it is th e  on ly  man made o b je c t in the  
p ic tu re , leaves an im pression th a t life  is no t w elcom e in th is  w orld .
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Strange ly, Friedrich 's  d ep ic tion  an tic ipa te s  the  los t Franklin 
exped ition , w hich w ould n o t occu r fo r  a no the r tw e n ty  years .
In Shipweck on the  Coast o f N orw ay. 1 8 3 2  ( fig . 1 0 ), by  Johan 
C hristian Dahl, an im pression o f Franklin 's last voyage  is also 
p resen t. Dahl's ship is on its  side nearly ho rizon ta l to  th e  w a te r, 
having nearly los t its  fig h t w ith  na ture . The high c lif fs  su rround ing  
it em phasize th e  los t b a ttle . N ature is w inning here, a t least 
against the  ship. Y et all is n o t lost: Some crew  m em bers and the  
cargo are on th e  shore. The fa c t th a t Dahl places his sh ip  in a 
cen tra l pos ition  shows its  im portance  in th is  Sublime a tm osphere . 
A lth oug h  the  large waves are th rea te n in g  to  sw allow  it, we can see 
th a t life  has been spared.
In an o the r Dahl w ork, Birch Tree In a S torm . 1 8 4 9  ( fig . 11 ), 
life  is also w inning. In th is  case, th e  tree , which is anchored in th e  
ground and be n t fro m  the  m ig h ty  fo rce  try in g  to  rip it  fro m  its  roo ts , 
is hold ing its  g round. The tre e  also dom ina tes th e  cen tra l p o rtio n  o f 
the  fram e, and th is  p lacem ent by  Dahl is in tended  to  show  it 
surv iv ing  th e  b a ttle  w ith  the  invisib le, sublim e fo rce  o f th e  s to rm . 
Burke's s ta te m e n t th a t the  "sub lim e and the  b eau tifu l are som etim es 
found  u n ite d " (Burke 1 24 ), helps to  explain w hy lig h t on th e  
branches o f th e  tre e  as well as its  g low ing w h ite  bark c re a te  an 
image o f b e au ty  in th is  sublime env ironm ent.
From ano ther section  o f the  e a rth 's  n o rth , Kesler 
W oodw ard 's  Painting in the N orth  docum ents  A laskan A r t  
co n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  Anchorage Museum o f H is to ry  and A rt. Included
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here are im ages pa in ted  by v is ito rs  to  Alaska fro m  th e  f ir s t  years o f 
c o n ta c t. In Richard Peter S m ith 's  u n tit le d  w ork  o f  th e  USS 
Jam estow n  a t S itka da ted  1 8 8 0 , Burke 's b e a u tifu l is fu lly  in co n tro l. 
W hile m ovem en t is e v id en t as one small b o a t m oves nearly unno ticed  
to w a rd  th e  edge o f th e  scene, the re  is a general sense o f in a c tiv ity . 
S m ith 's  b lue sky and calm re fle c tive  w a te r also c rea te  b e a u ty  in 
th is  scene.
A n o th e r pa in ting  a t th e  A nchorage Museum o f H is to ry  and A r t 
is A lb e rt J. O p e rtt i's  Farthest N orth . 1 8 8 6  (fig . 1 2 ). W hile th e  
landscape h in ts  a t th e  sublim e (as you canno t see in to  th e  dark 
reaches o f th e  horizon) the  fo reg round  is dom ina ted  by  humans. One 
man is s tand ing  reading d irections, while the  o th e r  man c loses t to  
him is w a iting  fo r  in fo rm a tion . The o th e rs  in th e  w in try  background, 
as well as th e  dogs, are n o t concerned w ith  th e  a c tiv it ie s  o f  th e  
main cha racters , who are apparen tly  planning th e ir  n e x t m ove. The 
p a rty  m ay be te m p o ra rily  los t in the  fa r  no rth , b u t th e  in s tru c tio n s  
th e  leader has w ill show  them  where th e y  need to  go. This g roup  is 
n o t dom ina ted  by th e ir  env ironm en t, instead th e y  are th e  v ic to rs .
The b rig h t- ligh ted  snow transm its  a po s itive  im pression. So does 
th e  calm a tm osphere . The leader's presence dom ina tes th e  m iddle 
g round and his s tance is co n fide n t and ca lcu la ting . A  m yste rious  
unknow n is n o t a th re a t to  them ; th e  leader seeks answers fro m  the  
paper he is ho ld ing, which is probab ly a S ub lim e-de fea ting  map. The 
Sublime canno t g e t a fo o th o ld  there . O p e rtti shows th e  v ic to ry  o f 
Burke 's b eau ty  in an env irom nen t known fo r  its  Sublime harshness.
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Burke's Sublime in troduced  the  w orld  to  th e  "va s t, open space 
whose dim ensions d e fy  d e fin itio n  o r even im ag ination . Open 
s tre tch e s  o f ocean o r prairie, perilous m ounta in  peaks o r abysses, 
th u n d e rs to rm s  o r to rn a d o e s .. .  inspiring fea r and w onde r" (M acLaren 
9 0 ).
In his a rtic le  on th e  aes the tic  map o f  th e  no rth , MacLaren says 
th a t th e  P icturesque:
g rew  o u t o f the  hab it o f v iew ing tra c ts  o f land as if th e y  w ere 
landscape pa in tings. A  p rospec t o r v iew ing s ta tio n , usually 
se t on a m odera te  rise, looked o u t o ve r a fo reg round , a low er 
m iddle ground th ro ugh  w hich a rive r m eanders. A  single 
vanish ing p o in t on the  horizon encouraged a single s ta tic  
pe rspec tive  from  each s ta tio n ; on th e  sides, c lum ps o f trees  
as if curta ins. The no tion  o f  a com posed landscape was 
pa ram oun t. (MacLaren 9 0 )
T w o  sources which dem on s tra te  th e  use o f the  Sublime and 
th e  P ictu resque in n ine teen th  ce n tu ry  Canadian a rt are th e  jou rna l 
and ske tches  o f British Naval exp lo ra tion  m issions in to  N orthern  
Canada, and the  draw ings made o f th e  Canadian fu r trade  w ith  the  
perm iss ion  o f  the  Hudson's Bay Com pany. The British A d m ira lty  
s u p p o rte d  m issions all were encouraged to  keep w r it te n  records as 
well as ske tch ings. A  va rie ty  o f a rt images were crea ted  in an 
e f fo r t  to  v isua lly docum ent w ha t was seen. Missions ranged from  
Samuel Hearne's th ree  exped itions (1 7 6 9 -7 2 ) , which even tua lly  to o k  
him d o w n  th e  Copperm ine River and to  th e  A rc tic  Ocean, th rough  the
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British Naval a tte m p ts  to  fin d  th e  N o rth w e s t passage in th e  early  
n ine teen th  ce n tu ry , to  th e  m any mid - n ine tee n th  ce n tu ry  
exped itions seeking to  find  John Franklin, his men and tw o  ships. The 
c rea to rs  o f such a rt include Samuel Hearne, L ieu tenan t F. Beechey 
during the  1821 William Edward Parry A rc tic  mission, George Back 
and Robert Hood on Franklin 's f ir s t  overland exped ition  and Back on 
Franklin 's second overland m ission. The ir e ffo r ts  w ou ld  leave a 
lasting im pression o f e ith e r a Sublime N orth  o r a p ic tu resque  N orth  
sim ilar to  the  landscapes o f th e ir  European roo ts .
The a r tis t 's  m o tiva tio n  fo r  c rea ting  e ith e r aes th e tic  appears 
to  s tem  n o t on ly  from  the  w ay th e  a r tis t saw his surround ings, b u t 
also fro m  th e  w ay th e  A d m ira lty  in tended  fo r  us to  v iew  no rth e rn  
Canada. The A d m ira lty 's  ta s te  fo r  keeping th e  N orth  sublim e, m ay 
have been inspired by th e  hope o f keeping in truders  o u t o f  the  
te r r ito ry  th e y  w anted  to  map and thus  claim  fo r  co u n try . They also 
depended on th e  tra de  goods, and in te rlope rs  in to  th e  co u n try  w ou ld  
in te rru p t th e ir  business. While th e y  w ere s till m apping the  
n o rthe rn  fringe  o f the  co u n try , th e  fu r  trade  was going s tro n g  in th e  
early  pa rt o f th e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry .
But by th e  18 4 0 's , G overnor o f th e  Hudson's Bay Com pany, Sir 
George S impson, allowed a rtis ts  Henry W arre, and la te r, Paul Kane to  
accom pany th e  fu r trade  brigade to  th e  W est Coast. A t  th a t tim e , 
tra d e  was w inding down and th e  Am ericans were qu ick ly  se ttlin g  
in to  the  Oregon Territo ries . Canadian se ttle rs  were needed in an 
a tte m p t to  o u tnum be r the  g row ing  popu la tion  o f Am ericans m oving
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in fro m  th e  sou th . The a r tis ts ' renderings may have len t a p a rt in 
showing th a t th e  te r r ito ry  th e re  was m ore inv iting  than  th e  
im pressions made by early exp lo rers. These a rtis ts , W arre and Kane, 
were allowed to  tra ve l and w ander th e  fu r  trade  te r r ito ry , w hich 
was p redom inan tly  in th e  low er subarc tic  regions o f  Canada, th a t 
region be low  th e  A rc tic  Circle. The a r tis ts ' w orks d e p ic t th is  n o tio n  
o f a tam ed w ilderness.
In 1 8 4 5 , B ritish A d m ira lty  o ff ic e r  L ieu tenan t Henry W arre and 
L t. Vavasour o f  th e  Royal Engineers w ere p e rm itte d  to  tra ve l w ith  
Simpson on his annual to u r  o f  inspection  from  M ontreal to  th e  N orth  
W est. Both men were on a secre t m ission to  record th e  a c t iv ity  o f  
Am ericans in th e  Oregon T e rr ito ry , a place w here th e  boundary  
separa ting  Canada and Am erica had n o t y e t been decided. By th e  
tim e  the  m illita ry  men re tu rned  to  England w ith  th e ir  re p o rt, th e  
borderline  issue had been resolved. B ut W arre had w r it te n  a jou rna l 
along the  w ay and ske tched  th e  landscape from  M ontreal to  
V ancouver. Soon a fte r  W arre and V avasour arrived back in London, a 
small vo lum e g iv ing  an accoun t o f th e ir  tr ip , was published. It 
included "a b rie f na rra tive  o f  the  jo u rn e y  and tw e n ty  co lo red  
lithog raphs" (W arre 8 ) fro m  W arre 's jou rna l and ske tches.
A yea r a fte r  W arre and V avasour's  tr ip  o u t w est, Canadian 
a r tis t Paul Kane was given perm ission to  accom pany S im pson 's 
brigade w est. Both  a rtis ts , W arre and Kane, docum en ted  th e  
landscape o f th e  fu r  trade , a lthough th e ir  ske tches also a llow ed th e  
public to  see th a t the  w ilderness was n o t as sublim e as th e
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A d m ira lty  v iew s had suggested . The W arre and Kane Canadian 
env ironm en t was a much m ore tam ed  landscape. For peop le  
in te res ted  in s tak ing  a claim  and se ttlin g  in the  new te r r i to ry  (as 
th e  Am ericans were do ing in d roves), th e ir  pa in tings w ere  an 
in v ita tio n .
W arre 's A  Portage Through th e  Bush. May 1 8 4 5  ( fig . 1 3 ), fo r  
exam ple, shows a canoe po rtage  th ro u gh  a s teep  w ooded  landscape. 
The voyageurs carry ing  th e  canoe appear co m fo rta b le  in the  
surround ings, a lthough th e  men ho ld ing the  canoes are s tra in ing . The 
e nv ironm en t is n o t th rea te n in g , b u t is som eth ing  th e y  m u s t trave rse , 
g e t th rough . It does n o t evoke a s tro n g  em otion  as a sub lim e 
te r r ito ry  m igh t. The b rig h t co lors o f th e  m en's c lo th in g  and th e  blue 
sky in the  d is tance  ligh tens th e  e ffe c t o f th e ir  s tru g g le . We know  
th e y  w ill make it, ju s t as th e y  appear to  casually unde rs tand  th a t 
fa c t, as long as th e y  keep m oving. This human m ovem e n t th ro u g h  the  
w ilderness shows th a t th e y  are n o t subm erged in th e  landscape, even 
though  th e y  are d ipp ing in to  a ravine. The leader has crossed th e  
bridge, a man made s tru c tu re , and is p roceeding up th e  o th e r side as 
W arre 's ske tch  m om enta rily  holds his pose fo r  us. The m essage fo r  
th e  public is th a t th is  te r r ito ry  is approachable if you are ready to  
do yo u r pa rt. It w o n 't be easy b u t one can overcom e d iffic u lt ie s .
Paul Kane's The M ountain Portage. 1 8 46  (fig . 1 4 ), g ives a 
s im ilar po rtraya l o f a large birch bark canoe being ca rried  th ro u gh  a 
w ilderness landscape. Kane's te r r ito ry , however, show s th e  huge 
Precam brian Shield fo rm a tio ns  w hich th e  men are tra ve rs in g  instead
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o f th e  fo re s te d  areas in W arre 's pa in ting . The e ffe c t, how ever, is 
the  same. The men s trugg le  to  m ove th ro u gh  th e  te r r ito ry  b u t th e y  
are undaunted . They will arrive a t th e ir  des tina tion  ju s t  as W arre 's 
p a rty  had th e  yea r be fore , as w itnessed  in his Portage th ro u g h  th e  
Bush.
In Kane's N orw ay House. 1 8 4 6  ( fig . 1 5 ), th e  p ic tu resq ue  s e ttin g  
o f th e  cen tra l Canada HBC o u tp o s t is ind ica ted  by th e  B ritish  flag  
fly ing  high overhead and the  barrack s tru c tu re s . The im age fu r th e r  
ind icates th a t c iv ilized p ro te c tio n  is p resen t in th a t fa r no rthe rn  
o u tp o s t. A  fe w  canoes are being used on the  re fle c tive  blue w a te r, 
appa ren tly  fo r  recrea tiona l row ing, as opposed to  th e  York boa ts  
(nam ed fo r  th e  sharp ended European boa ts  in ita lly  b u ilt a t York 
Facto ry  fo r  N orthern  tra ve l), w hich are anchored dow n. The larger 
num ber o f  these European s ty le  boa ts  w ould also c o n tr ib u te  a less 
sublim e im pression than  a large g roup  o f N ative m odel boa ts  m igh t 
g ive. Again, a b rig h t blue o f th e  sky re fle c te d  on th e  w a te r such as 
is seen in Richard Peter S m ith 's  u n title d  p ic tu re  o f th e  USS 
Jam estow n in S itka (fig  16 ), crea tes a no the r safe, b e au tifu l, 
no rthe rn  landscape. And ju s t be fo re  his death  in 1 8 6 0 , a t th e  end o f 
his fo r ty  yea r reign o f th e  HBC, Simpson also p e rm itte d  Frances 
Anne Hopkins to  pa in t the  fu r  trade  te rr ito ry .
Hopkins was th e  w ife  o f one o f his Chief Factors, Edward 
Hopkins o f th e  M ontreal D ivision, and d augh te r o f B ritish  Naval 
O ffice r Frederick W illiam Beechey. She was allowed to  tra ve l w ith  
her husband along his to u r o f d u ty  and ske tch  as th e y  tra ve led  in the
43
canoe manned by co lo rfu lly  dressed voyageurs. As Jane t Clark 
w rite s  in Frances Anne Hopkins' Canadian S cenery, published by th e  
Thunder Bay Gallery in 1 9 9 0 , "such tra ve l was available to  fe w  
a rtis ts  because perm ission was required from  th e  H udson 's Bay 
Company, w hich co n tro lled  th e  fu r tra d e  rou tes and held t i t le  to  
R upert's  Land un til 1 8 6 9 " (C lark 2 1 ). Frances arrived  in Canada in 
1 8 5 8 . Her husband, Edward, had w orked  fo r  HBC fo r  m any years 
be fo re . A fte r  his f irs t  w ife  died, he re tu rned  to  England and m arried 
Frances, w ho w ould have tw o  young sons to  raise fro m  her husband 's 
f ir s t  m arriage. N evertheless, Edward encouraged Frances in 
pa in ting .
Painting, fo r  Hopkins, was a fa m ily  tra d itio n , as her pa terna l 
g ra nd fa the r, Sir William Beechey (1 7 5 3 -1 8 3 9 ) ,  was a well known 
p o rtra it p a in te r w ho som etim es pa in ted  nob ility . Her fa th e r,
Frederick W illiam Beechey, w ou ld  end his career in th e  B ritish 
A d m ira lty  as a Rear Adm ira l, b u t was used early in his ca reer as a 
d ra ft a r t is t on m any s ign ifican t m issions. His f irs t  n o rthe rn  
m ission was w ith  Franklin on the  ice bound m ission to  S p itzbergen . 
La te r, w ith  W illiam Edward Parry, Beechey w ou ld  ske tch  unm apped 
areas o f th e  A rc tic  archipelago in th e  years 1 8 1 9 -1 8 2 0 . One o f 
these  islands, Beechey Island, was nam ed by com m ander Ross in 
honor o f his fa th e r (Frances' g ra n d fa th e r), Sir W illiam Beechey. 
Eventua lly  th is  island w ould go down in h is to ry  as th e  place w here 
th e  final Franklin exped ition  tu rn ed  ill-fa ted . The pa rtia l remains 
foun d  on s ite  a t Beechey Island began to  te ll the  ta le  o f  ho rro r th is
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p a rty  o f exp lorers experienced in th e  N o rth . This ev idence p roved  to  
th e  w orld  w h a t the  N orth  was capable o f doing to  man: It began 
de s troy ing  them  th e ir  f irs t  w in te r o u t.
This d iscove ry  o f  ho rro r appears to  g ive  credence  to  th e  dark, 
sublim e im pressions Back and Beechey had been p a in ting  fro m  th e ir  
exp lo ra tion  experiences. In Beechey's ske tches, such as H.M. Ships 
Hecla and Griper in W in te r Harbour ( fig . 17 ), published in Parry 's 
Journal o f a V ovaae fo r  the  D iscovery o f a N o rth -W est Passage 
(1 8 2 1 ) , he appears to  be em phasizing to  th e  w orld  th e  sublim e 
na tu re  o f th e  te r r ito ry  in which he had sp e n t long periods o f tim e .
The ships Beechey ske tches de p ic t an unna tura l s ta te , as th e  ships 
are anchored on the  ice. A  figu re  is s tand ing  on th e  ice be tw een 
them  and so ind icates th a t life is e v iden t, as is also show n by th e  
presence o f a w o lf a t the  b o tto m  le ft co rner. The w o lf ac tua lly  
looks o u t o f  place, and may be an add ition  w hich the  engrave r to o k  
th e  lib e rty  to  add to  th e  p ic tu re . Such was th e ir  hab it. Beechey's 
s ta rry  n ig h t sky fills  the  edge o f th ree  sides o f  the  p ic tu re , which 
ind ica tes th e  im m ensity  o f th e ir env ironm en t, and thus Burke 's 
Sublime.
Y et th e  find ing o f Franklin, while appearing to  add to  the  
Sublime m ystique  o f th e  N orth , also reversed th is  tren d . The 
e x tens ive  search allowed cartographers  to  fill in th e  m issing gaps 
on th e  map abou t the  same tim e  fu r trad ing  was w ind ing down. 
V ic to ria n  ladies such as Frances were find ing  th e ir  w ay in to  the  
"w ilde rne ss ," as ligh t and c la rity , such as we see in Hopkins w ork,
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becam e fix tu re s  in th e  a r tis ts ' landscapes. Before she was allowed 
to  s it ca lm ly in her canoe and ske tch , how ever, th e  trad ing  
com panies needed to  so rt o u t th e ir  d iffe rences , and th e  A d m ira lty 's  
ques t to  map th e ir te r r ito ry  was underw ay.
By th e  th ird  decade o f  the  n in e te e n th  ce n tu ry , in 1 8 2 1 , th e  tw o  
rival fu r  trade  com panies in Canada, th e  N orth  W est Com pany and th e  
H udson's Bay Com pany, found it  m ore p ro fita b le  to  am algam ate  th e ir  
resources than  to  f ig h t b it te r ly  over th e  d im in ish ing tra de  goods.
The f irs t  Franklin Overland Expedition, includ ing a rtis ts  Robert Hood 
and George Back, arrived in Canada ju s t  p rio r to  th is  union. 
U n fo rtu na te ly , the  horrors o f s ta rva tio n  and lack o f  assistance fro m  
th e  trade  com panies resu lted  fro m  th e  com pan ies ' b ickering.
A sp ira tions were high when Franklin 's g roup  se t o u t on th e ir  
assigned m ission to  cha rt th e  Copperm ine River m ore sc ie n tifica lly  
than  Samuel Hearne had done several decades p rio r to  th a t tim e . The 
exped ition , w ith  a rtis ts  Back and Hood, then  m apped th e  shore o f  the  
A rc tic  Ocean east fro m  the  m outh  o f  th e  river. By th e  tim e  th e y  g o t 
well in to  th e  n o rthe rn  region, th e y  w ere essentia lly  a t th e  m ercy o f 
tho se  w ho were supposed to  supply the m . The plan fe ll apa rt a t th a t 
p o in t and tra g e dy  s tru ck  th e ir  crew . Many o f th e  voyageurs as well 
as th e  o ff ic e r Hood died o f s ta rva tio n . George Back, w hose stam ina  
m ay s tem  from  having spent m any years in a French prison cam p in 
th e  Napoleonic wars, trave led  hundreds o f m iles on fo o t in the  
n o rth e rn  w in te r to  bring help fo r  the  su rv iv ing  m em bers.
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A n o th e r man w ho had p roven  his s tre n g th  m aking his w ay on 
fo o t in th e  n o rth  is Samuel Hearne, w ho  had con tinued  to  a t te m p t a 
march to  the  m outh  o f th e  C opperm ine River in th e  la te  seven teen  
hundreds un til he succeeded in accom plish ing  his m ission. His 
o rders s ta te d  th a t he was to  look fo r  copper, w hich he d e te rm ine d  
was no t the re  a fte r  all.
T w e n ty  five  years a fte r  Hearne tre kke d  in to  th e  n o rth e rn  
reaches o f Canada, th e  well respected  publish ing house o f Cadel and 
Strahan, w ho published C ook's Th ird  V ovaae. published his A  
Journey From Prince o f Wales Fo rt in H udson's Bav to  th e  N orthern  
Ocean 1 7 6 9 . 1 7 7 0 . 1 7 7 1 . 1 7 72  in 1 7 9 2 . Included in th is  book is th e  
ske tch , A  W in te r V iew  in th e  A th a p u scow  Lake. 1771 (fig . 1 8 ), 
w hich is especia lly s ign ifica n t in its  co m pos ition . La ter, exp lo rers 
to  th a t area no ted  th a t the  trees  are n o t th a t high the re  and th e  
s e ttin g  n o t as sym m etrica lly  balanced as Hearne showed it to  be. 
George Back, fo r  exam ple, is no te d  fo r  having drawn th e  same lake 
w hile  on Franklin 's f irs t overland exped ition . See his G reat Slave 
Lake SE V iew. Novem ' 30  1 8 2 0  (fig . 19)6.
In his fo rw a rd  to  A rc tic  A r t is t . (George Back's jou rna l fro m  
his f irs t  Franklin exped ition ), I. S. MacLaren addresses th e  tw o  w ays 
th e  exp lorers view ed th is  te rr ito ry . His C om m enta ry is t it le d  "The 
A e s th e tic s  o f Back's W riting  and Painting from  th e  F irst Overland 
E xped ition ." MacLaren says th a t Hearne's rend ition  o f  th e  lake:
6 Ambiguity exists in the names of the lake. Hearne could mean Lake Athabasca, a major 
hub lake in the fur trade area, which differs from MacLaren's impression that it is the 
same as Back's Great Slave Lake.
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conveys th e  N orth  in th e  p re -p ic tu re sq ue  a e s th e tic  o f  a French 
fo rm a l garden, in w hich sym m e try  serves as th e  pa ram oun t 
s tru c tu ra l qua lity . The v iew er's  eye is a ttra c te d  dow n a pa th  
to  the  le ft o r r ig h t o f th e  p e rfe c tly  ba lanced con ife r, w hile  th e  
po in ts  o r islands on th e  le ft and r ig h t a c t as cou lisses ( th e  
w ing cu rta ins  a t the  sides o f a s ta g e ) re s tr ic tin g  th e  v iew  and 
conducting  it  regu la rly  down th e  snow y " law ns" to  th e  enclosed 
background a t th e  back o f th e  scene. The tre e s  a r e . . .in a 
decorous u n ifo rm ity  o f  he ight, g irth , and pe rpend icu la rity . 
(H ouston  2 9 8 )
MacLaren ind ica tes th a t, in c o n tra s t to  Hearne, Back u tilizes  
the  a es th e tic  o f the  Sublime. MacLaren com m en ts  on Back's 
rend ition  when he says it is:
d is t in c tly  unpanoram ic in its low p o in t o f  v iew  and looking 
sou th e as t in th e  d ire c tio n  he w ishes to  walk, th is  
m onoch rom a tic  ink and brush . . . makes no e f fo r t  a t a 
p ic tu resque  rend ition . . .  Back was keen n o t to  dep loy  th e  
prevailing aes the tic  o f  his own age. (H ouston  2 9 9 )
MacLaren fu r th e r  explains th a t Back c rea tes  a va s t em ptiness 
in th a t th e  v iew  is n o t com posed o f an inv iting  loca tion . G reat space 
is suggested  by the  lack o f human presence in th e  scene, as well as 
by "v io la tin g  the  second d ic tum  o f landscape rep rese n ta tio n  by 
p e rm itt in g  the  lake to  run in te rm inab ly  o u t o f  th e  horizon a t th e  
le ft. The resu lt com p lem ents  th e  e ffe c t o f vacancy th a t the  
presence o f so lit t le  land generates. The sense o f place ca nno t
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readily be de te rm ined  where th e  scale is no t co n fine d " (H ous ton  
2 9 9 ). MacLaren also com m en ts  th a t th e  w ind b low n tree s , th e ir  
ragged appearance, and th e  changed s ta tu s  o f th e  lake fro m  ice to  
w a te r fu r th e r lends to  Back's ren d itio n  o f d isharm ony in th e  
landscape. "This is a good exam ple ," MacLaren no tes , " o f  Back's 
ta le n t fo r  seeing w ith  a pe rspective  n o t e n tire ly  go ve rn e d /sh a ck le d  
by th e  p ic tu resque" (H ouston  3 0 0 ). Back chose to  rep re se n t in the  
language o f th e  earlier Sublime, ra th e r than  the  la te r p ic tu resque .
The sublim e te rro r o f Franklin 's th ird  exped ition  insp ired 
m assive exp lo ra to ry  m issions to  n o rth e rn  A rc tic  reg ions. As it 
becam e known th a t Franklin d id n o t con que r the  N o rth w e s t Passage, 
a sublim e im pression was le ft in the  he arts  o f anyone w ho knew th a t 
th e  A rc tic  had engu lfed th e  tw o  ships and all c rew  m em bers. This 
em o tion  extended  in to  th e  images w h ich  those  w ho searched fo r  
Franklin expressed in w ritin g  and in pa in tings . The fo llow ing  are 
names o f such examples o f pa in tings o f  th a t era w hich express th is  
a e s th e tic  o f th e  Sublime:
Man Proposes. God Disposes Sir Edwin Landseer 
C ritica l Position o f H.M.S. In ve s tig a to r on th e  N orth  C oast o f 
Baring Island. A ugust 20. 1 8 5 1 . S. G. Cresswell.
H.M.S. In ves tiga to r in the  Pack. O c tobe r 8 th  1 8 5 0  S.G. 
Cresswell.
A ll such images te ll th e  s to ry  w h ich  Casper David Friedrich 's 
The A rc tic  $ea, 1823 , fo re to ld  th ree  decades earlier. Landseer's
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t i t le  conveys the  them e  in w ords: a pow erfu l unseen fo rce  rules th e  
A rc tic  landscape.
By th e  tim e  Frances Hopkins arrived in Canada in 1 8 5 8 , 
Franklin had been found  and the  fu r  tra d e  was slow ing dow n. Tw o 
years a fte r  her arriva l, Sir George Simpson died and s low ly  th e  tra d e  
te rr ito r ie s  opened to  se ttle m e n t. In o rd e r fo r  people to  w a n t to  live 
in th is  land, (p o rtra ye d  as Sublime in na tu re  on earlie r canvases), a 
p ic tu resque  image was p re fe rred . Hopkins' pa in tings w ere b r ig h tly  
co lo red , clear, sun lit, and p ic tu resque . In a pa in ting  such as Canoe 
Manned by V oyageurs Passing a W ate rfa ll. 1 8 6 9  ( fig . 2 0 ), th e  calm  
w a te r and casual a tt itu d e  o f passengers and th e  HBC se rvan ts , 
(voyageu rs), o pe ra tin g  the  canoe ind ica te  a tam e e nv iro n m e n t. No 
one appears anxious to  go fa s te r. No one appears te rr if ie d  o f  th e  
landscape. The im m ense size o f  the  wall, a huge rock to w e rin g  o ve r 
th e  canoe p a rty , cou ld  f i t  in to  Burke's ca te g o ry  o f  Sublim e, b u t to o  
m any beau tifu l images cancel i t  ou t. Such im ages include: th e  calm  
lig h t-re fle c tive  w a te r, the  de ta iled  a rt w ork  ev id e n t on th e  canoe, 
the  be au tifu l s tillness o f the  flo w e r on th e  w a te r as th e  voya ge u r 
reaches fo r  it, th e  co lo rfu l European s ty le  c lo thes  th e  voyageurs  
wear, and th e  lack o f concern dem ons tra ted  by th e  passengers rid ing 
along. A ll th is  suggests  th a t Hopkins' Canadian w ilderness has been 
conquered and tam ed . Her beau tifu l images are a ca lling card fo r  th e  
public to  know  th a t it  is safe to  se ttle  in R upert's  Land, th a t th e  
dragon has been slain.
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Hopkins' num erous Royal Exhib ition e xh ib its  w ou ld  fu r th e r  
herald the  im pression to  th e  British pub lic  th a t th e  m o n s te r w hich 
to o k  Franklin, his ships and men, was gone. In her w ork , v iew ers 
repea ted ly  see a V ic to rian  wom an rid ing th ro u gh  th e  Canadian 
te r r ito ry  looking like a horse-draw n-carriage tra v e le r passing 
th ro u gh  a p ic tu resque  English co un trys ide . Back's sublim e a rt and 
Hopkins' p ic tu resque  landscapes help to  te ll th e  ta le  o f  the  chang ing 
a tm osphere  in Canada as it  m oved fro m  a fu r  tra d e  na tion  to  a 
s e ttle d  na tion .
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C hapter 4
W here Lines Converge: The S uggestion  o f  Influence 
The fo llow ing  are exam ples o f th e  w orks  o f  Hopkins and Back 
w hich appear to  show where in fluence m ay be e v id e n t. While on ly  a 
fe w  decades separa ted  th e  tim e s  th e y  each ske tch e d  th e  R upert's  
Land, she fro m  when th e y  arrived in Canada in 1 8 5 8 , and he fro m  th e  
f irs t  Franklin exped ition  in 1 8 1 9 , to  the  m id 1 8 3 0 's , th e ir  
experiences were in m any ways va s tly  d if fe re n t. Change in the  tone  
o f th e  im ages can be seen com paring  Back's m ore Sublim e w ork, to  
Hopkins' p ic tu resque  im pressions f irs t  exh ib ite d  a t th e  Royal 
A cadem y in London in 1 869 . But, while  th e  d iffe re nce s  be tw een th e  
a r t is ts ' w o rk  is clearly observable, such as in th e  e ffe c t iv e  w ay 
Back designs his a tm ospheric  e ffe c ts  to  d raw  o u t s tro n g  em o tions  
fro m  th e  view er, as we see in Moores Bav. Polar Sea, th e  influence 
Back m ay have had on Hopkins could be seen th ro u g h  th a t same crisp, 
co ld  air. In Hopkins' Canoes in a Fog. Lake Superior, fo r  exam ple, the  
co lo r o f  th e  m is t and g lassy w a te r re fle c t a na tu ra l coo lness in the  
air. Fu rthe rm ore , since Hopkins' canoe pa rties  fo llo w  Backs lead 
o n to  w ide  bodies o f w a te r as Lake Superior, v is ib le  a tm osphere  
w ou ld  be a com m on fea tu re  fo r  b o th  a rtis ts  to  address.
H opkins' fa th e r Beechey had subscribed to  Back's N arra tive  o f 
th e A rc t ic  Land Expedition to  th e  M outh o f  th e  Great Fish River and 
th e  Shores o f th e  A rc tic  Ocean, in the  Years 1 8 3 3 1 8 3 4  and 1835 
Since th e  N arra tive  is th e  m ost d ire c t in fluence I can c ite , on
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Frances Hopkins' a rtw o rk , Back's d raw ings fro m  it  w ill be used in 
exam ining p o te n tia l in fluence.
In W estern  V iew  from  Near M t. Barrow  . 1 8 3 4  (fia . 2 1 ). Back 
shows human presence c learly  as th e  cen tra l focus  o f th e  draw ing. 
He de ta ils  such th ings  as th e  tea  k e tt le  nearby th e  te n t,  and th e  
ro lled bundles m o s t likely used fo r  sleep. A  ch a ra c te ris tic  kind o f  
dress is ev iden t, especia lly on the  cen tra l figu re , y e t faces ca n n o t 
be seen. The sublim e e lem en t o f th is  image is q u ite  e v id e n t in th a t 
Back's figu res are all looking tow a rd  th e  vas t m is ty  no th ingness. 
Som eth ing  o u t the re  is holding th e ir  a tte n tio n  and if we glance dow n 
we g e t a h in t a t w h a t it m ay be. A  ve rte b ra  o f som e th ing  large is in 
fu ll v iew  on th e  sand.
But Back does n o t leave us to ta lly  te rr ifie d . N o t on ly  is th e  
cen tra l figu re  s tand ing  co n fid e n tly  in th e  ce n te r o f th is  p ic tu re , b u t 
he is cu rta ined  (a lth oug h  fa in tly )  by m ore humans. They seem to  be 
in sen tine l pos itions also. W hatever is the re  will have to  g e t by 
th e m  be fo re  th e y  g e t to  th e  man and us. There, on th e  edge o f  th e  
p a in tin g  nearly unnoticeab le , is a m is t ve iled canoe. Back seem s to  
be a ligning the  canoe w ith  th e  o th e r p ro te c to rs  o f th e  camp.
In s ta rk  c o n tra s t to  Back's W estern  V iew  fro m  Near Mt Barrow  
is H opkin 's  Vovaaers A t Dawn ,1 8 7 1 , an image o f a canoe 
encam pm en t g e tt in g  ready fo r  the  day. Here, you see b rig h t co lo rs, 
as opposed  to  the  gray o f Back's draw ing. Like Back, Hopkins has 
d iv ided  th e  canvas in to  pocke ts  o f life a c tiv ity , o r life  in a c tiv ity .
She c lea rly  shows human dom inance in a w ilderness s e ttin g . The
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on ly  th in g  close to  a fr ig h tfu l p o ss ib ility  in th is  pa in ting  is 
w ha teve r cap tu res th e  a tte n tio n  o f th e  man on th e  le ft s ide.
W hatever it  is appears d if f ic u lt fo r  him to  see c learly. It is 
appa ren tly  a t such a d istance, th a t no th re a t is m oving  th is  
ga the ring . No one else is concerned, so w hy should we be?
The cen tra l figu re  in Hopkins' pa in ting  co n tra s ts  w ith  the  
cen tra l figu re  in Back's pa in ting  W este rn  V iew  fro m  Near M t. B arrow . 
Hopkins' figu re  does n o t s tand  on guard, b u t is sleeping c o m fo rta b ly  
under a b irch bark canoe. He is appa ren tly  a t such peace w ith  his 
surround ings th a t he is ob liv ious to  th e  early m orn ing a c t iv ity  go ing 
on around him. The canoe plays th e  role o f p ro te c to r, here, as in 
Back's pa in ting , a lbe it from  th e  w ea the r.
In ano the r Back pa in ting fro m  his N arra tive , called V ic to ria  
Headland. M outh o f the  Thlew-EE-CHO -Dezeth. 1 8 3 4  ( fig . 2 2 ), a 
single boa t appears to  be s trug g ling  in a s trong  cu rre n t, since th e  
bow sm an is s teering  the  vessel away fro m  us in to  th e  v a s t cu rren ts  
to w a rd  open w ate rs. The boa t th e y  have is n o t a canoe, and th e re  are 
no o th e r humans w ith  them  in th e  w ilderness. Essentia lly  th e ir  
presence and th e ir mode o f trave l are b o th  o u t o f place. W hile we 
c lea rly  see where th e y  are going, we sense th a t th e y  cou ld  easily 
becom e engu lfed  by it all. One figu re  in the  bo a t is w earing a black 
cape and w ide brim m ed hat. He appears to  be s itt in g  ta ll in his 
place, and one is rem inded o f th e  cen tra l figu re  in Back's W estern  
V ie w . Both  figu res radiate an a ir o f con fidence in response to  th e
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w orld  th e y  are fac ing. These are European people fo rc in g  th e ir  w ay  
th rough  un fam ilia r te rr ito ry .
In c o n tra s t to  Back's V ic to ria  p ic tu re  is H opkin 's  S hoo ting  The 
Rapids. Here we see th e  huge b irch bark canoe ca rry ing  a b o u t 1 5 
people dressed qu ite  co lo rfu lly  in a v a r ie ty  o f  s ty les  ranging fro m  
well dressed to  m ore "voya geu r casual." These peop le  are also 
making th e ir  w ay th rough  rough w a te r, b u t n o t eve ryone  in th e  b o a t 
is s trugg ling . Only th e  paddlers seem consum ed by th e  co n d itio n  o f 
the  cu rre n t and rocks passing nearby. The passengers in th e  m iddle 
o f th e  boa t, w hich include Hopkins and her husband Edward, do  n o t 
g ive the  im pression o f experiencing anyth ing  m ore th a n  an 
exh ila ra ting  ride, one n o t so exc iting  th a t the  hats on th e ir  heads are 
th re a te n ed . We are n o t so concerned fo r  them  or th e ir  hats. The 
voyageurs look to  be skilled and observan t o f w h a t is happening 
around them . N ature is n o t th rea te n in g  to  them , as it  is in Back's 
pa in ting  V ic to ria  Headland ( fig . 2 2 ), where we see exped itio n  
m em bers s trug g ling  w ith  th e  e lem ents in a York b o a t. Hopkins is 
show ing us, on the  o th e r hand, th a t th e  canoe is th e  sa fe  w ay to  go.
H opkins' canoe is heading close to  us on shore w here  its  
passengers w ill all make it o u t o f the  w a te r. The dom inance o f th is  
na tive  canoe and the  people riding it  g ive the  im pression th a t n o t 
on ly  are European men and w om en safe in the  w ilderness, b u t th e y  
can t r u s t  th e ir  lives in a vessel which is tra d itiona l to  th e  N ative  
people. Hopkins appears to  be saying in her a rt, such as S hooting  the  
Rapids, th a t the re  is no need to  fear th e  orig inal inh a b ita n ts  o f  th e
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land anym ore e ithe r. W here are th e y  anyway? If th e y  are here, th e y  
are inco rpo ra ted  in to  th e  vo ya geu r w o rld , and w ho is m ore tru s te d  in 
th is  p ic tu re?
The passengers ca lm ly ride o u t th e  w aves as th e  voyageurs  
s te e r the  canoe. The fa te  o f all is held by th e  th in  w alls o f  th e  
canoe. Hopkins found  th is  express canoe in use w hen she tra ve led  
w ith  her husband Edward on his to u r  o f  his d iv is ion te r r ito ry . But 
had Back influenced her decision to  use it  so d o m in a n tly  in th e  
v is ion o f  the  w orld  she crea ted?
In ano the r Back draw ing called N orth  Shore o f  G reat Slave 
Lake. Back shows us tw o  b irch bark canoes as th e y  ca lm ly  m ove past 
a high rock m ounta in  wall. Those in th e  canoe ce n tra l to  th e  p ic tu re  
are q u ite  recognizable and appear to  be voyageurs , poss ib ly  o f  N ative 
A m erican  descen t, paddling a longside men dressed m ore 
tra d itio n a lly  European. W hile th e  voyageurs are d ressed  in m ore 
casual w este rn  s ty le , th e ir  hair is dark and long, and th e ir  skin to n e  
seem s darker than th a t o f  th e  man on th e  end sm oking .
A lso, due to  the  ha t and large c o a t th is  man is w earing, he 
appears to  be a leader o f th e  p a rty  and m ay even be Back h im self. 
Hopkins is com m on ly recognized fo r  placing he rse lf in th e  s e ttin g .
This m ay o rig ina te  from  Back's p rac tice , ev iden t in his N orth  Shore 
p ic tu re .
In Hopkins' Canoe Manned Bv V ovaaeurs Passing a W a te rfa ll, a 
ca lm ness is also ev iden t in the  pa in ting . The gen tlem an  and w om an 
be lieved  to  be Edward and Frances Hopkins are c lea rly  v is ib le , even
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m ore so than  is the  man in Back's N orth  Shore w ho is sm oking  and 
p robab ly  Back h im self. The voyageurs in Hopkins' w a te rfa ll pa in ting , 
while dressed in th e  tra d itio n a l co lo rfu l voyageu r c lo th es , appear 
m ore Native A m erican looking here than  in her S hoo ting  th e  Rapids 
pa in ting . The man in th e  red w ith  th e  w h ite  bandana looks to  be 
pa rticu la rly  m ore na tive  than  th e  man a t th e  fro n t o f th e  canoe. 
Hopkins and her husband appear once again unconcerned  by  th e ir  
m ode o f tra n s p o rta tio n  o r th e ir guides.
W hat looks like a flag hanging fro m  a p o s t a t th e  rear o f th e  
canoe may also be a sail like the  ones in Back's canoes. The 
influence o f Back here m ay be seen in the  re p e tit io n  o f  de ta ils , such 
as th e  e leva ted  pole o f f  the  end o f th e  canoe hold ing a fla g /s a il. 
Back pa in ted  th e  te r r ito ry  he exp lored ove r 20  years b e fo re  Hopkins 
w ould  live and tra ve l w ith  her husband. Back's v is ion w as in fluenced 
by th e  fa c t th a t m uch o f w ha t he saw had never been observed  by 
Europeans be fo re . He na tu ra lly  w an ted  to  bring a Sublim e q u a lity  to  
th e  w orld  he pa in ted . While Hopkins found  fo re s te d  te r r ito ry , it  
was also a m ore c iv ilized  env ironm en t. The rivers and th e  lakes th a t 
she trave led  w ith  her husband Edward had been used as an ac tive  
marine h ighw ay fo r  m any years p rio r to  her arriva l. In c o n tra s t to  
Back's w ild experience, Hopkins found  a se ttle d  ca lm ness in th e  
w ilderness such as is expressed in her W ate rfa lls  pa in ting .
In Vovageurs A t Dawn. Hopkins shows w ha t an ea rly  m orning 
scene in a voyageur cam p looked like, ju s t  as Back show ed an o th e r 
cam p-breaking  m orning as evidenced by bed rolls. In his W estern
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V iew , the  concerns o f his day are m ore pressing. The lack o f v is ion  
from  the  m is t on th e  w a te r ahead looks like a life  th re a te n in g  
s itua tion , and th e  a tte n tio n  th e y  pay it  expresses its  im po rtance .
A  dawn m is t also lingers in th e  a ir in H opkins' m orn ing  
pa in ting , b u t on ly  garners the  a tte n tio n  o f one m em ber o f th e  g roup . 
Back's concern ove r the  exp lo re rs ' possib le lack o f  v is ion  
em phasizes th e  fa c t th a t th e y  were in uncharted  w a te rs , fro m  a 
European p o in t o f view .
The te r r ito ry  Hopkins explored had been so th o ro u g h ly  used by 
Europeans by th e  tim e  she g o t the re , th a t concern  o ve r a m is te d -o ve r 
pa th  was m inim al. Such an a tt itu d e  also appears th e  case in 
Hopkins' w ork, Canoes in A  Fog. Lake S uperio r, w here  Hopkins is 
m ore a tte n tiv e  to  her task  a t hand, (ske tch ing  in a n o te b o o k? ), than  
to  th e  w ay ahead. Those leading th e  canoe convoy knew  w h a t to  
expec t. Hopkins apparen tly  borrow ed Back's m is t and uses it  like a 
p a rticu la r shade o f pa in t to  make ce rta in  po in ts  re la ting  to  w ha t 
she saw. She uses it here as a means to  say th a t th e  w orld  she 
v is ited  was n o t so fr ig h te n in g  as the  w orld  Back encou n te red . This 
is th e  d iffe re nce  be tw een the  a rtis ts ; th e ir  w orlds w ere  d if fe re n t.
But Hopkins' use o f an a rtis tic  e lem ent such as a tm osphe re , w ould 
c rea te  a com m on th read  be tw een th e  tw o  R upert's  Land a rtis ts , 
while  also underscoring the  d iffe rences in the  tim es th e y  pa in ted .
A n o th e r physical e lem ent Hopkins may have bo rrow ed  fro m  
Back is her use o f a high rock wall as a backdrop such as we see, fo r  
instance , in her W a te rfa ll. Both walls seem to  g ive evidence th a t
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som eth ing  b igge r than th e  occupan ts  o f  th e  canoe is p re sen t and may 
represen t th e  d if f ic u lty  o f th e ir  e n v iro nm en t s ince th e y  have to  find  
th e ir  w ay around the  walls. But b o th  a rtis ts  appear re sp e c tfu l o f 
th is  fa c t, as Hopkins' and Back's pa in tings each express a reverence 
th ro u g h  th e  w a te r 's  re fle c tive  calm ness. And ju s t  as th e  w a te r 's  
re fle c tio n  ca tches the  wall, the  occupan ts  o f th e  canoe, and the  
canoe itse lf, Hopkins' a rt in general re fle c ts  several e le m e n ts  fro m  
Back's a rtw o rk . These can be seen in her use o f m is t, th e  
d is tingu ishab le  characters in the  canoe, and th e  p lacem en t o f 
he rse lf and her husband in th e  canoe, and th e  canoes p lacem en t in an 
expansive b ody  o f w a te r. U ltim a te ly , how ever, it  is H opkins' canoe 
its e lf  th a t appears to  re fle c t Back's in fluence m ost, as she 
repea ted ly  chooses to  g ive it  an im p o rta n t p lace in her a rt.
In H opkins' W aterfa ll and Back's N orth  Shore, th e  b irch  bark 
canoe g lides over th e  canvas so th a t th e  leng th  and in tr ic a te  
s tru c tu re  o f  th e  vessel is s tro n g ly  im pressed on th e  eye. W hile the  
canoe appears a passive p a rtic ip a n t in b o th  pa in tings , Back f irs t  
d e m o n s tra te s  here th a t these lig h t-w e ig h t vessels can n o t on ly  
ca rry  m any men, b u t can be tru s te d  to  ve n tu re  o u t in to  th e  va s t 
unknow n w ith  them  in it. The fa c t th a t Hopkins can s it ca lm ly  in th e  
canoe along w ith  the  m any o thers, even ove r rapid w a te r, shows us 
th a t she g o t it; she g o t Back's po in t.
Hopkins could have s tud ied  the  N arra tive  p rin ts  o f Back's 
pa in tings  as she grew  up and recognized th e  pow er o f  th e  fra il 
looking vessel. N ot only did it  house her and her husband as th e y
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tra ve led  Edwards' inspection  to u rs , it  a lso carried anyone in te re s te d  
in going in to  th e  fa r th e s t reaches W est, as Kane and W arre had done, 
and N orth , as Back and his ske tches m u s t have c learly  d e m o n s tra ted  
to  th e  young a rtis t.
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C hapte r 5 
C onclusion
By th e  tim e  Hopkins g o t to  R upert's  Land, th e  canoe was s till 
an im p o rta n t means o f tra n s p o rt fo r  th e  C om pany, and she was 
fo rtu n a te  to  be allowed passage in it  w ith  her husband Edward on his 
inspection  tou rs .
Hopkins' trave ls  uncovered a fresh  vis ion  o f  th e  canoe to  pa in t, 
since w ha t she saw was d if fe re n t fro m  Back's im pression. She g o t 
th e re  ju s t  in tim e  to  provide an o the r lasting  orig inal im pression o f 
th e  essentia l fu n c tio n  o f th e  canoe in th e  R upert's  Land. As th is  
Hopkins pa in ting , Canoe Party A round  A  C am pfire  d em on s tra tes , 
upkeep was co n s ta n t and a w ay o f life  if  th e y  w ere go ing to  use a 
canoe to  trave l th rough  the  te r r ito ry . Back to o  was preoccup ied  
w ith  surviva l, b u t the  desparate  s itu a tio n  was n o th ing  he cou ld  fix  
by s im p ly  m ending. The lives o f Franklin 's p a rty  depended on his 
go ing  a g re a t d is tance to  reach help o r th e ir  lives w ou ld  be los t. All 
o f th e m  experienced te rro r fro m  an un fo rg iv ing  e n v iron nen t. The 
la t te r  p a rt o f his jou rney  m ust have filled  his m ind w ith  Sublime 
im ages w hich he never fo rg o t. When his fe llow  m idshipm an R obert 
Hood died and all th e ir lives were placed in jeo p a rd y , Back becam e 
th e  v ic to r , b u t his e f fo r t  to  conquer th a t te rr ify in g  N orthern  region 
darkened  his Canadian landscape w ith  th e  Sublime.
Hopkins' era, expressed by her p ic tu resque  a rtw o rk , shows a 
m ore s e ttle d  qua lity  to  the  Canadian w orld . Here, a l it t le  s titc h in g  
a t th e  end o f th e  day, which did n o t even require her to  do th e
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mending, ensured th e ir  sa fe ty . Since no te r ro r  clouded her life 
experience the re , she expressed th e  im ages she w itnessed  as 
p ic tu resque. C onsequently , th e  canoe d e co ra tes  her e n v iro n m e n t as 
she shows it  fu lfilling  its  role in com pany tra n s p o rt.
Follow ing the  Hopkins' de pa rtu re  fro m  Canada, o th e r m ore 
e ffic ie n t, less dem anding, means o f business tra n s p o rta tio n  w ou ld  
take  ove r w here the  canoe le ft o ff. Today o u r im pressions o f  th e  
role the  canoe played in the  h is to ry  o f R upert's  Land are due 
p rim arily  to  accoun ts published as revised exp lo ra tion  e d itions . O r 
we learn o f th e  canoe from  s tud ies  w hich de lve  in to  archival reco rds 
on th e  fu r trade , th e  A d m ira lty  o r th e  use o f  th e  canoe. A u th o r Grace 
Lee Nute w ro te  abou t th e  voyageurs beg inn ing  in th e  1 9 4 0 's  and used 
Frances Hopkins a rt to  show voyageurs  to  a gene ra tion  o f people w ho 
had no idea w ho th e y  were. Back's jou rna ls  and ske tches have been 
published m ore recen tly . The in te re s t in Back expresses a w ide r 
revival in th e  records o f renow ned A d m ira lty  figu res  fro m  th e  
Barrow  era.
The a rt o f Back and Hopkins is im p o rta n t to d a y  because it  
shows us th e  end o f an im p o rta n t era. Before  Europeans arrived , th e  
canoe was an e ffic ie n t means o f tra ve l fo r  thousands o f years in th e  
Canadian Subarctic . Back and Hopkins' laser focus  on th e  canoe 
revealed its  usefulness to  the  fu r  trade  and th e  A d m ira lty .
Back's vision shows th e  canoe in th e  A rc tic , w here N atives d id 
n o t use it. The Sublime image o f th e  canoe in Back's a rt seems to  
speak o f a larger issue; th a t m aybe th e  canoe, w ith  a s tru c tu re
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designed fo r  the  Subarctic, d id n o t be long in th e  A rc t ic  fo r  a reason. 
The Sublime ne t Back is fo rced  to  place around  th e  b e a u tifu l canoe, 
shows the  A d m ira lty 's  a tte m p t to  push th e  lim it o f  th is  vesse l, ju s t  
as it was pushing all m em bers o f th e  p a rty  to  do th e  sam e. W hile 
the  fo rces w hich nearly d e s tro yed  th e  f i r s t  Franklin e x p e d itio n  had 
to  do w ith  po litics  o f the  fu r  tra d e  com panies, th e  m ig h ty  
experim en t o f tak ing  the  canoe to  th e  A rc tic , as Back a llow ed  us to  
bear w itness  to , succeeded in th a t m os t o f  th e  p a rty  m ade it  back.
In an era be fo re  photography, Back ca u gh t fo r  us th e  im age o f th e  
A d m ira lty  a tte m p tin g  to  expand the  range o f th e  canoe.
In 1 8 2 3 , John Murray published th e  a ccoun t o f  th e  F irs t 
Franklin Expedition  overland by canoe in to  th e  Canadian A rc t ic .
This a cco u n t is a likely cand ida te  fo r  Beechey's A rc t ic  e x p lo ra tio n  
co lle c tio n , which his a rtis tic  daugh te r Frances w ou ld  find  
p a rticu la r ly  in trigu ing . Back's Sublime canoe, as show n in C anoe. 
B roaching To in a Gale o f W ind a t Sunrise, ( fig  2 4 ) and E xped ition  
Landing in a S torm . 1821 (fig . 2 5 ) and Expedition  D oub ling . Cape 
Barrow  1 821 (fig . 2 6 ), would speak vo lum es to  a young  H opk ins on 
th e  sub lim e  image o f the  canoe in the  n o rth . W orks such as these  by 
Back s h o w  the  canoe nearly engu lfed by large, tre a ch e ro u s -lo o k in g  
w aves o f  th e  A rc tic  o r d w a rft by the  m assive, rock m o n u m e n ts  it 
passes. Y e t while Back's canoe looks o u t o f place under su ch  
c o n d itio n s , he also shows it holding its  own the re  to o ; s o m e th in g  a 
young  a r t is t 's  eye would n o t miss.
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By th e  tim e  Hopkins arrived in R upert's  Land, th e  canoe had 
s e ttle d  in to  its  r igh tfu l place in the  fu r  tra d e . But th is  to o  was a 
unique im pression fo r  her, since th is  was th e  las t c h a p te r o f  th e  
canoe 's im p o rta n t u t i l i ty  role as a v ita l m ode o f tra n s p o rta tio n  
across Canada. O ther fo rm s o f tra n s p o rta tio n  such as th e  tra in  and 
th e  s team sh ip  on the  la rger lakes w ou ld  push th e  canoe in to  q u ie te r 
s tream s. Hopkins' a rt heralded the  canoe 's  fina l hours be fo re  fo rced  
re tire m e n t and recreationa l living s to le  its  usefu lness in th e  N orth .
Our good fo rtu n e  in having these last im ages o f th e  canoe may 
be th e  resu lt o f a young a rtis tic  g irl's  am azem ent o ve r a book she 
m ay have d iscovered in her home while g row ing  up. The w ritin g s  
w ere a bou t voyages she w ould have heard her fa th e r  and his guests  
ta lk  abou t. N onetheless, d iscovering  a rtis tic  renderings o f  th e ir  
exp lo ra tions  w ould be ve ry  en ligh ten ing  to  a young  p a in te r. Sketches 
such as M oore 's Bav. Polar Sea, show ing a s trange  look ing  bo a t on a 
large, s to rm y  body o f w a te r holding th e  exp lo re r's  lives in its  cedar 
ribs, w ou ld  have le ft an indelible im pression on a young  g irl.
No w onder Hopkins shows herse lf looking so noncha lan t in her 
canoe a rt. She's likely seen canoes be fo re  and w ould  know  fo r  a fa c t 
th a t  people did make it home a fte r  rid ing A rc tic  w aves in a birch 
bark canoe.
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A ppend ix  A
A rc tic  Expeditions Relevant to  George Back and F.W. Beechev
1 8 18  Expeditions
Spitsbergen o r Polar Expedition
Ships: D orothea
Com m ander: C aptain David Buchan 
T re n t
Com m ander: L ieu tena n t John Franklin 
Crew: A m ong 23 T re n t A d m ira lty  c rew  m em bers 
are L ie u tena n t F.W. Beechey and M idshipm an 
Mr. G. Back.
N o rthw e s t o r Baffin  Bay Expeditions 
Ships: Isabella
Com m ander: C aptain John Ross 
A lexander
Com m ander: W illiam Edward Parry L ie u te n a n t 
Goal: Explore Polar Seas and seek passage be tw een  th e  N orth  
A tla n tic  and th e  Pacific Ocean th rou gh  Berings S tra its .
1 8 1 9  - John Franklin 's F irst O verland Expedition
Com m ander: L ie u tena n t John Franklin 
Crew: A m ong the  A d m ira lty  crew  m em bers is 
M idshipman George Back and M idshipm an
Robert Hood. As d raugh tsm en  th e y  ske tched  
and le ft indelib le im pressions o f  th e  Barren 
Grounds (su b a rc tic  te r r ito ry  near th e  A rc tic  
C ircle) and A rc tic  coasta l landscapes around 
C oronation Gulf.
Goal: Explore by land, th e  no rth e rn  H udson's Bay and the  
m ou th  o f th e  Copperm ine River.
1821 A rc tic  Expedition by Sea
Journey on a Voyage o f D iscovery fro m  th e  A tla n tic  to  
th e  Pacific.
Ship: Helca
Com m ander: W illiam  Edward Parry 
Crew: Am ong th e  1 8 B ritish A d m ira lty  crew  
m em bers is L ieu tenan t F. W. Beechey.
Ship: Griper
Com m ander: M a tthe w  Liddon 
Crew: L ieu tenan t Henry Parkyus H oppner - 
d raugh tsm en on board.
Goal: D iscover N orthw est Passage fro m  th e  A tla n tic  to  
Pacific.
Franklin 's Second Overland Expedition to  th e  shores o f th e  
Polar seas in th e  years 1 825 , 1 8 2 6  and 1 8 2 7 .
Comm ander: C aptain John Franklin
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Crew: A m ong the  nine A d m ira lty  c rew
m em bers on th is  exped ition  is L ieu tenan t 
George Back.
Goal: To survey the  n o rth w e s te rn  e x tre m ity  o f  Am erica
and th e  coasta l region be tw een  th e  MacKenzie and 
Copperm ine River.
V. A rc tic  Exploration o f the  N orthern  Regions o f A m erica  from  
th e  Pacific in th e  years 1 8 2 5 -1 8 2 8 .
Ship: B lossom
Comm ander: Captain F.W. Beechey 
Goal: To rendezvous w ith  e ith e r o f tw o  exped itions  searching 
fo r  a N o rth w es t passage fro m  th e  Pacific side. Parry 
w ould be a tte m p tin g  to  sail a ship fro m  th e  east across 
the  A rc tic  Ocean and Franklin w ould  go overland again 
th is  tim e  fo llow ing  the  co as t w es t fro m  th e  Mackenzie 
River. Beechey and his crew  were also exp ec te d  to  ta ke  
ex tens ive  sc ien tific  data  from  South Pacific islands 
th e y  v is ited  on th e ir  voyage to  and from  th e  A rc tic .
Captain Beechey named Point B arrow 7, th e  m ost 
n o rth e a s te rn ly  p o in t his exped ition  reached, a fte r  the  
man he believed was m ost responsib le fo r  th e  g re a t 
progress being made in no rthern  exp lo ra tion ; Sir. John 
Barrow, S ecre ta ry  to  the  A d m ira lty .
7 Today Point Barrow, located on the northern most point of Alaska and the United
States, functions in a western fashion while keeping its Eskimo heritage alive.
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VI. Back's A rc tic  Land Expedition to  the  m o u th  o f  th e  G reat Fish 
River and along the  Shores o f th e  A rc tic  Ocean in th e  years 
1 8 33 , 1 8 3 4  and 18 35 .
Com m ander: C aptain George Back 
Goal: F irst, to  reach the  A rc tic  Ocean by w ay o f th e  G reat Fish 
River and to  assist Captain Ross w ho was be lieved  to  be 
los t. Secondly, to  exp lore  th e  unknow n areas o f  sea 
co a s t and undertake  prescribed s c ie n tif ic  obse rva tio ns .
VII. Back's 1 8 3 6  A rc tic  Expedition 
Ship: T e rro r
Com m ander: C aptain George Back 
Goal: C ontinue m apping the  n o rth e rn  shores o f N o rth  Am erica . 
Back's last ven tu re  in to  th e  A rc tic  was less than  
successfu l. His ship was locked in th e  ice un til 1 8 3 7 . 
W hen th e y  re tu rned  to  England, th e  T e rro r ba re ly  made 
it  sa fe ly  across th e  A tla n tic .
VIII. Conclusion
Follow ing his T e rro r Expedition, Back lived in London 
and spen t the  res t o f his life q u ie tly  on reserve naval d u ty . 
Over tim e  he received p rom o tions  and m edals fo r  his serv ice  
in th e  Navy. Rear Adm ira l George Back died on June 2 3 , 1 8 78 .
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Beechey did n o t re tu rn  to  th e  A rc tic  a fte r  his B lossom 
Expedition, y e t he con tinued  to  p a rtic ip a te  in sc ie n tific  
in te res ts  and naval m a tte rs . In 1 8 5 6 , the  year he died, he 
had addressed the  Royal Geographical S ocie ty  and said th a t 
the  quest fo r  a N o rth w e s t Passage was ove r and th a t science 
g re a tly  bene fited  in "geography, m agnetism , b o ta n y  and 
c lim a to lo g y " (Gough 4 9 ).
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Map Showing Areas o f N orth  A m erica  Relevant to  th e  A rc tic  
Expeditions o f Georae Back and F. W. Beechev
Map w eb page: h ttp ://w w w .m a p .fre e g k .c o m /c a n a d a /c a n a d a .p h p
1. Point Barrow
2. Great Bear Lake
3. Great Slave Lake
4. Lake A thabasca
5. Beechey Island
6. C oronation  Gulf and M outh o f th e  Copperm ine River
7. M outh o f th e  Great Fish o r Back River
